
LOUIS 
SACHAR

… 
…an author that your guys will like! 



Louis Sachar 
 

•57	  years	  old	  
	  
•born	  in	  New	  York	  
	  
•raised	  in	  California	  
	  
•currently	  lives	  in	  Texas	  
	  
•married	  to	  Carla	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
•one	  daughter,	  Sherre	  
	  
•holds	  an	  Economics	  
degree	  and	  a	  Law	  degree	  
	  
•Award	  Winning	  Author	  of	  
over	  twenty-‐one	  books 

•most	  popular	  books	  include	  Wayside	  School	  series,	  Marvin	  Redpost	  series,	  
and	  Holes 



Sideways Stories from Wayside School 

This was his first book which he never truly 
expected to be published.  Writing was more of 

a hobby for him at that time (1978).  The 
inspiration for this book came from a job he had 

during undergraduate school.  He worked as 
the “Noon Time Supervisor” at Hillside 

Elementary School, watching over the children 
at lunch.  “Louis the Yard Teacher” is one of the 

characters in this book. 

Wayside School was supposed to be 30 classrooms, one story 
high; but by mistake it was built straight up 30 stories. And that's 

not all that's funny here. 



More in the Wayside School Series 

More teetering tales and 
quirky characters from 

the thirtieth floor of 
towering Wayside 

School. The craziness 
continues.  

When their teacher, Mrs. 
Jewls, leaves to have her 
baby, the kids go through 

a series of substitutes, 
each one a little stranger 

than the last. 

Have fun solving 
more than 50 

mathematical brain 
teasers while 

reading this great 
collection of 

Wayside School 
stories. 

This terrific sequel 
to the original 

collection of brain 
twisters and math 
puzzles adds up to 

a lot of fun. 



We won’t watch the entire clip since it is five minutes long, but it is too precious 
not to view at least part of the clip.  
 

..\Videos\Story telling for children  Rondi by Louis Sachar - YouTube.flv 
 <iframe width="560" height="315" src="http://www.youtube.com/embed/5WJkxa6xfAc" 
frameborder="0" allowfullscreen></iframe> 
 

 

An adorable little girl from Singapore reads a chapter from 
Sideways Stories from Wayside School… 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WJkxa6xfAc 



Marvin Redpost series 

¨  This series, while written in chapter book format, is written for young 
beginning readers.  It deals with everyday struggles that young children 
can relate to such as friendship, citizenship, and issues of right and wrong.  
It reminds me of the Junie B. Jones series; however, it is geared towards 
boys instead of girls, of course. 



Holes 

¨  This book, Sachar’s most popular title, has won 
numerous awards including the Newbery Medal in 
1999.  In 2000, Disney made the award-winning 
best-seller into a movie. 

 

Stanley Yelnats was given a choice. The judge said, 
"You may go to jail, or you may go to Camp Green 
Lake." Stanley was from a poor family. He had never 

been to camp before. 

Want to spend some more quality time 
at Camp Greenlake? 

Stanley Yelnats' Survival Guide to Camp 
Green Lake 

A Holes companion book  

In this sequel to Holes, former inmate Armpit is now 
17 and struggling with the challenges facing an 

African American teenager with a criminal history. A 
new friendship with Ginny, who has cerebral palsy, a 

reunion with former friend X-ray, a ticket-scalping 
scheme, a beautiful pop singer, and a frame-up all 
test Armpit’s resolve to "Just take small steps and 

keep moving forward". 



Other Great Books by Sachar: 

¨  Someday Angeline 
¨  Johnny’s in the Basement 

¨  The Boy Who Lost His Face 
¨  Dogs Don’t Tell Jokes 

¨  There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom 
¨  Sixth Grade Secrets 



This book is geared toward young adults, grades 
8 and up.  It was published just last year in May 
2010. 

Louis Sachar’s Most Recent Work 



Final Thoughts from Louis Sachar 

What 
would 
you tell 
a young 
person 
who 
wants to 
be a 
writer? 

¨ “Read, find out what you like 
to read, and try to figure out 
what it is about it that makes 
you like it.  And you have to 
rewrite.  My first draft of 
anything I write is really 
awful.” 
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