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ENV 1120:  Issues in Environmental Science 
Spring 2017 Syllabus 

       
Instructor:   Dr. Sandra L. Cooke    Email:  scooke@highpoint.edu 
   Office phone:  336-841-9536   Office location:  Congdon 251 

 Office hours:  Mon through Fri 2:00-3:00 and by appointment 

 
Time and Location:   Mon/Wed 10:40-12:40 Congdon 220 

 

Text:  No required text.  Readings will be provided.     

 

Course Catalog Description: 

 

This course examines problems associated with the interaction of humans with their environment. Issues 

concerning resource use and management, such as food production, deforestation, fisheries 

management, soil erosion, water issues, biodiversity loss, and impacts of global climate change will be 

evaluated. Case studies illustrating specific problems and potential solutions will also be examined. 

Four credits.  Prerequisite: ENV 1110 and Minor in Environmental Studies, or permission of the instructor. 
 

Course Overview and Objectives: 
 

Welcome to Issues in Environmental Science at HPU!  Environmental science is an interdisciplinary study 

of natural processes in our surroundings (the environment), how those processes affect humans, and 

how humans affect those processes.  Environmental science is rapidly evolving and becoming 

increasingly relevant to multiple aspects of our everyday lives.  It’s an exciting field that primarily draws 

from concepts in ecology, biology, and earth science, but you may also notice connections to 

sociology, political science, and other disciplines.  The objectives of this seminar-style course are to: 
1. Practice, through case studies, the scientific method as well as processes by which 

knowledge is obtained and advanced in non-science disciplines. 
2. Refine your skills in scholarly research and writing.  This includes demonstrating an 

understanding of primary versus secondary literature and an ability to evaluate sources of 

information. 
3. Evaluate human influences on natural processes of earth systems, with particular attention 

to sustainability:  using Earth’s resources and ecosystem services in a way that meets current 

societal needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs. 
4. Assess traditional and innovative ways to address environmental problems. 

 

Course Policies: 
 

Honor Code:  You are expected to adhere to the high standards of ethical behavior as stated in the 

High Point University Honor Code.  Specifically, it is expected (1) that you neither give nor receive 

assistance on exams, (2) that you deal honestly with the instructor in consultations on determination of 

legitimacy of absences, (3) that all independent work you present for evaluation is your own work, (4) 

that you give proper credit to all references used in written assignments (i.e. avoid plagiarism), and (5) 

conduct yourself in the classroom in a manner that is conducive to a learning environment. 
 

Attendance: Class attendance requirements are in accordance with the University Attendance Policy. 

I expect you to attend all classes and to be on time. You are responsible for all work assigned in the 

course regardless of your attendance. If you incur more than three absences and you are not doing C 

or better work, I will consider you to be on class probation. If absences continue and I feel that it is in 

your and the University’s best interest, I will have you dropped from the course with a grade of WA or 

FA. Before you are dropped, I will give you and your advisor notification at least one absence before 

the limit is reached. If you disrupt the class, I may ask you to leave the room and record you as being 

absent. Disruptive behavior includes entering class late, talking that is not part of class discussion, 
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inappropriate use of your phone or other device, and leaving class before the end of the period. I will 

assign a grade of zero for any assignment or activity missed unless there is a legitimate reason for the 

absence. You must consult with me to determine whether or not your absence is legitimate, and it is 

your responsibility to initiate this consultation by talking to me in person or by telephone prior to your 

absence. If you have not contacted me beforehand, I will consider your absence unexcused unless 

there are extenuating circumstances. In addition, I may require verifiable documentation concerning 

the reason for the absence. Worked missed because of an excused absence must be made up at the 

time I specify, or a grade of zero will be recorded for the exercise or test in question. 
 

Assessment and Grading:  The assessment of your performance in this course and the determination of 

your final course grade are based on the following: 
 

Participation (15%)  This is a small, seminar-style class, and it is important that everyone contributes 

to class discussions, case studies, and other activities.  Blog comments can contribute to this. 
Case studies and other assignments (35%)  Includes case studies, other in class assignments, blog 

posts, and other homework 
Perspective paper (20%)  A short (1500 word) paper that highlights the importance of a scholarly 

study of your choosing and places that study in a larger context 
Midterm exam (15%) Will be short essay/ short response  
Final exam (15%) Will be somewhat cumulative, short essay/ short response 

 

Course Grade Scale 

A  (4.0) 93-100 B+  (3.3) 87-89 C+ (2.3) 77-79 D+(1.3) 67-69   

A-  (3.7) 90-92 B  (3.0) 83-86 C  (2.0) 73-76 D (1.0) 63-66   

  B-  (2.7) 80-82 C-  (1.7) 70-72 D- (0.7) 60-62 F (0) 0-59 
 

NOTE:  In the case of “borderline” grades (e.g. 79.4) factors such as attendance, attitude, progress, 

and in-class participation are of utmost importance. 
 

Laptops, Tablets, Phones:  These devices can be used to enhance learning, but as we all know they 

can also be distractions.  There will be many class activities for which I’ll invite you to use laptops if you 

have them (or pair up with a peer if you don’t).  At other times, however, I’ll ask that you put away 

and silence your devices during class. 
 

Students with Disabilities:  Students who require classroom accommodations due to a diagnosed 

disability must submit the appropriate documentation to the Disability Support Office located on the 

4th floor of Smith Library or by contacting Birshari Cox, Director of Disability Support Services, at 

bcox@highpoint.edu. A student’s request for accommodations should be made at the beginning of 

each semester/course.  Please note that accommodations are not retroactive. 

 

Writing Center:  The Writing Center provides writing assistance for students at any level of study – from 

freshman to graduate – at any stage in the writing process, from invention through revision.  The 

Writing Center staff will be available in a variety of locations around campus during various hours 

throughout the day, Monday through Friday.  Go to https://highpoint.mywconline.com/ to make an 

appointment.  Appointments can only be made through the online portal.  Appointments will be 

available starting January 17, 2017 for the Spring 2017 semester. Writing Center tutors do not proofread 

or edit students’ papers for them, but they do work with students to help them develop strategies for 

improving their writing in light of their respective assignments, instructors, and writing styles.  For more 

information, contact Writing Center Director, Dr. Leah Schweitzer at lschweit@highpoint.edu or 336-

841-9106. 
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Tips for Success in ENV 1120: 

 

1) Attend all sessions and be on time.  Attendance and punctuality will influence your participa-

tion grade.  Each one of you is important to the functioning of this small, seminar class!  Your 

colleagues and I value your contributions. 

 

2) Come to class prepared.  The quality of our class discussions and, ultimately, our learning and 

growth as environmental studies scholars, will be greatly enhanced if everyone has completed 

the assigned readings and other work.  Instead of a textbook, I will provide my ENV 1110 pow-

erpoint lectures in case you feel you need to “brush up” on any fundamental concepts. 

 

3) Ask questions!  There is no such thing as a stupid question.  Really.  If you are too shy to ask 

something during class, then feel free to ask me during office hours or over phone or email. 

 

4) Use all resources available to you in this course and at HPU.  These include me, the back-

ground powerpoint lectures, the Writing Center mentioned above, and assigned readings.  

Other resources include the Academic Services Center in the Smith Library for general aca-

demic counseling (http://www2.highpoint.edu/university_services.php?id=academic_services), 

and the Learning Excellence program (http://www2.highpoint.edu/learning_excellence.php). 

 

 

Notes About the Course: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.highpoint.edu/university_services.php?id=academic_services
http://www2.highpoint.edu/learning_excellence.php
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Tentative Schedule (subject to change with advance notice) 
*BP = blog post 

Week Date Topic Activity Reading; HW due 

1 W 1/11 Intro Gallery walk of env issues; lecture  

2 

M 1/16 

Climate change 

MLK Holiday – no class 

W 1/18 Campus arboretum carbon 

sequestration project 

BP1 

3 

M 1/23 
Climate change 

(cont’d) 

Jigsaw discussion; lecture; writing 

project intro 

Assigned paper; BP2 

W 1/25 Case study on public perceptions TBD 

4 

M 1/30 
Other fossil fuel 

impacts 

Black lung case study & 

discussion 

Black lung podcasts; 

BP3 

W 2/1 Coal ash case study & discussion Coal ash articles; BP4 

5 

M 2/6 

Ocean 

acidification 

Virtual reality and virtual lab Logan 2010; paper 

topic due 

W 2/8 A Sea Change film; jigsaw 

discussion 

Assigned paper; BP5 

6 
M 2/13 

Biodiversity 
Short films; discussion Gonzales 2013 

W 2/15 ESA case study ESA readings 

7 

M 2/20 
Biodiversity 

(cont’d) 

Library research session; hunting 

debate 

Rhino podcast 

W 2/22 De-extinction debate Set of articles 

8 
M 2/27 

Invasive species 
Film; jigsaw discussion Assigned paper; BP6 

W 3/1 Midterm Exam  

 Mid-semester break 

9 

M 3/13 
Freshwater 

resources 

Flint disaster case study; writing 

workshop 

Audio documentary; 

draft due 

W 3/15 Discussion of NC eutrophication Various readings 

10 
M 3/20 Freshwater 

resources (cont’d) 

Film; jigsaw discussion Assigned paper; BP7 

W 3/22 Water plant tour (tentative) News article 

11 

M 3/27 

Marine resources 

End of the Line film; discussion Various readings; BP8 

W 3/29 Jigsaw discussion; writing 

workshop 

MSC podcasts; 

assigned paper 

12 
M 4/3 

Waste/recycling 
Photo scavenger hunt; discussion Science special issue  

W 4/5 Recycling plant tour (tentative)  

13 

M 4/10 Environmental 

communication& 

education 

Discussion; writing workshop Various readings 

W 4/12 Piedmont environmental center 

tour (tentative) 

TBD 

14 
M 4/17 

Students’ choice 
No class – Easter holiday 

W 4/19 TBD TBD 

15 
M 4/24 Students’ choice; 

Writing/ Review 

TBD TBD 

W 4/26 Peer editing; review for final exam Near-final draft 

 Fri 4/28  Final Exam, 8-11 am  

 Sun 4/30   Final paper due 
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ENV 1120 Student Information Form 
 

 

 

Full name ________________________________________________ 
 

Name by which you prefer to be called __________________________ 
 

Hometown and state _________________________________________ 
 

Cell/Local telephone number (for field trips) ______________________________________ 
 

Class (circle) Freshman  Sophomore  Junior   Senior 
 

Major _______________________ Advisor ______________________ 
 

Do you have a laptop you can use in class? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why are you minoring in Environmental Studies? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please sign the following acknowledgment: 
 

I have received a copy of the Syllabus, I have read it carefully, and the expectations of the course 

have been explained to me. 

 

 
 

______________________________________________ 
Student Signature 


