
Environmental Ethics — Religion/Philosophy 2019-01 & 02—4 credits 

High Point University – Spring 2017 

 

Instructor: 

Dr. Chris Franks     Office Phone: 336-841-4501 

Office: 206 David Hayworth Hall    Email: cfranks@highpoint.edu 

Office Hours:  M W  3:15-4:15pm 

  T Th  2:00-3:30pm 

 

Class meeting: Section 01—MWF 9:15-10:15am, Cottrell Hall 236 

  Section 02—MWF 2:00-3:00pm, Cottrell Hall 237 

 

Catalog Description: An introduction to ethical reflection on environmental issues.  The course will include an 

examination of how various religious and philosophical traditions have viewed the relationship of humans to the 

natural world and a review of critical environmental problems and ways to address them. 

 

Course Objectives: The course aims to help students to learn to: 

1) identify and evaluate prevalent modern approaches to ethics and to relate them to environmental 

concerns 

2) weigh moral arguments with sensitivity and fairness 

3) develop informed views about pressing environmental issues 

4) examine the role of religious convictions in relation to environmental issues 

5) identify ethical issues present in one or more general scenarios 

6) demonstrate an understanding of normative moral theory (via  describing and explaining it and 

correctly defining its key terms, or by identifying which unnamed ethical theory is being applied to a 

scenario and explaining why that identification is correct) 

7) present and explain one or more compelling objections or limitations to a particular normative theory. 

8) correctly apply normative moral theory or theories to one or more contemporary or hypothetical 

scenarios.  

 

Required Texts: 

Environmental Ethics: What Really Matters, What Really Works, ed. David Schmidtz and Elizabeth Willott, 2nd 

edition 978-0-19-979351-8 

Other texts available on Blackboard [Bb] 

 

Requirements: 

1) Attendance:  Attendance at class meetings is crucial to success in the course.  If you must miss, please 

let me know in advance, out of respect for the class.  If a student accrues more than four absences, the 

student may be withdrawn from the class. 

2) Participation (10%): The success of the course depends on the participation of each student. 

[Objectives 1-5] 

3) Quizzes (20%): There will be 10 short quizzes. [Objectives 1, 3] 

4) Responses (10%): Each student will compose two brief responses, one to a book chapter and one to a 

documentary. [Objectives 2, 3, and 5] 

5) Papers (20%): Each student will write two papers of 1000-1250 words each (10% each). [Objectives 1, 

2, 4, 6, 7, and 8] 

6) Issue analysis (15%): Each student will write an ethical analysis paper of about 1750-2000 words on an 

issue of their choosing. [Objectives 1-9] 

7) Exams (25%): There is one mid-term exam (10%) and one final exam (15%). Tests must be taken on 

the day assigned. Exceptions in case of documented emergency may be made at the discretion of the 

instructor. [Objectives 1-9] 

 



In addition to attending class, students are expected to spend at least 8 hours each week engaged in out-of-class 

work (i.e., reading, studying, doing homework, etc.). The issue analysis is in addition to this regular out-of-class 

work. 

 

Grading scale: 

93-100 = A 87-89.9 = B+   77-79.9 = C+       67-69.9 = D+ 0-59.9 = F 

90-92.9 = A- 83-86.9 = B   73-76.9 = C       63-66.9 = D 

 80-82.9 = B-   70-72.9 = C-       60-62.9 = D- 

 

Turning in work: The two Response assignments must be submitted in hard copy only. The two Papers and the 

Issue analysis must be submitted in hard copy and uploaded through Blackboard. 

 

Late work: Assignments turned in late will normally be accepted, but with a penalty of one-third of a letter grade 

for each calendar day it is late. 

 

Students with disabilities: Students who require classroom accommodations due to a diagnosed disability must 

submit the appropriate documentation to the Disability Support Office located on the 4th floor of Smith Library or 

by contacting Birshari Cox, Director of Disability Support Services, at bcox@highpoint.edu. A student’s request for 

accommodations should be made at the beginning of each semester/course.  Please note that accommodations are 

not retroactive. 

 

The Writing Center: The Writing Center provides writing assistance for students at any level of study – from 

freshman to graduate – at any stage in the writing process, from invention through revision.  The Writing Center 

staff will be available in a variety of locations around campus during various hours throughout the day, Monday 

through Friday.  Go to https://highpoint.mywconline.com/ to make an appointment.  Appointments can only be 

made through the online portal.  Appointments will be available starting January 17, 2017 for the Spring 2017 

semester.  Writing Center tutors do not proofread or edit students’ papers for them, but they do work with students 

to help them develop strategies for improving their writing in light of their respective assignments, instructors, and 

writing styles.  For more information, contact Writing Center Director, Dr. Leah Schweitzer at 

lschweit@highpoint.edu or 336-841-9106. 

 

Communication policy:  I welcome one-on-one conversation.  You can usually find me in my office, especially 

during office hours.  The best way to contact me is via office phone or email.  I generally respond within 4 hours, 

except on weekends and between 5pm and 8am.  I generally check messages once over the weekend, but more 

often when there is a paper or exam due soon. 

 

Technology in class: I discourage the use of laptops and tablets in class, since they so easily become a distraction 

to you and those around you.  Yet, I realize some find it much easier to take notes on such devices.  Also, some of 

the readings will be accessible online, and some may prefer to read them from a computer screen rather than to 

print them out.  If you have a screen in front of you, I take that as an invitation to me and to your classmates to be 

sure the screen is being used responsibly rather than distractingly.  Cell phones are not allowed in class unless 

directed otherwise.  Please turn them off and put them away before class begins. 

 

University Honor Code: 

We, the students of High Point University, believe that honesty and integrity are essential to student development, 

whether personal, social, or academic. Therefore, we assert that: 

 

Every student is honor-bound to refrain from conduct which is unbecoming of a High Point University student and 

which brings discredit to the student and/or to the University; 

 

    * Every student is honor-bound to refrain from cheating; 

    * Every student is honor-bound to refrain from collusion; 

    * Every student is honor-bound to refrain from plagiarism; 

    * Every student is honor-bound to confront a violation of the University Honor Code; 

mailto:bcox@highpoint.edu
https://highpoint.mywconline.com/
mailto:lschweit@highpoint.edu


    * Every student is honor-bound to report a violation of the University Honor Code. 

 

 

 

Course Schedule: 

 

 

DATE  TOPIC       READING DUE 

W, Jan. 11 Introduction 

 

An initial case 

F 13 “Industrial farming”     Lyman, “Mad Cowboy” (27ff.) 

         Pollan, “Dear Mr. Next President” [Bb] 

M 16 MLK, Jr. Day—no class 

 

W 18 Thinking about morality     McBrayer [Bb] 

 

F 20 The importance of the virtues    Hill, “Ideals of Human Excellence”  

Quiz 1        (291ff.)  

 

M 23 A Southern agrarian     Berry, “Two Economies” [Bb] 

 

The environmental turn 

W 25 Impacts 

Response 1 due: Impacts assignment 
 

F 27 Indicators and movements    Rolston, “The Environmental Turn” [Bb] 

  Quiz 2 

 

M 30  Religion and the environmental turn   White, “The Historical Roots of our  

Ecologic Crisis” (5ff.) 

 

W,  Feb. 1 Dominion and domination    Wirzba, “The Meaning of the Sabbath”  

        [Bb] 

Conceiving the friendship of creation 

F   3 Ethics and species egalitarianism   Singer, “All Animals Are Equal” (49ff.) 

Quiz 3       Taylor, “The Ethics of Respect for  

Nature” (102ff.)  

 

M   6 Rethinking species egalitarianism   Schmidtz, “Are All Species Equal?”  

        (114ff.) 

 

W   8 Conceiving nature     Darwin, Mill, Botkin, Gould [Bb] 

Quiz 4 

 

F 10 The land ethic 

   

M 13 The land ethic      Leopold, “The Land Ethic” (124ff.) 

 

W 15 Ecofeminism       

  Paper 1 due 

 

The wilderness ideal 

F 17 The wilderness ideal     Cronon, “The Trouble with Wilderness”  



Quiz 5        [Bb] 

 

M 20 The limits of wilderness protection   Schmidtz, “When Preservationism  

Doesn’t Preserve” (449ff.) 

Guha, “Radical Environmentalism 

          And Wilderness Preservation” 

          (145ff.) 

W 22 EXAM 

 

Thinking about flourishing and justice 

Flourishing 

F 24 Utilitarianism       

 

M 27 The Hetch Hetchy case     Muir, “Hetch Hetchy Valley” (230ff.) 

       Pitcher and Welchman, “Can an 

Environmental Paradise Be 

Regained?” (258ff.) 

 

W,  Mar. 1 Cost-benefit analysis     Schmidtz, “A Place for Cost-Benefit  

Analysis” (387ff.) 

 

F   3 What does cost-benefit analysis leave unanalyzed? Nussbaum, “The Costs of Tragedy”  

  Quiz 6        (370ff.) 

 

Spring Break 

 

Justice 

M 13 Property rights 

 

W 15 Property rights      Schmidtz, “The Institution of Property” 

          (406ff.) 

 

F 17 Problems of cost internalization 

   

M 20 Problems of cost internalization 

Response 2 due: Response to “Burning the Future” 

 

W 22 Is there a ‘tragedy of the commons’?   Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons” 

          (403ff.) 

         Monbiot, “The Tragedy of Enclosure”  

[Bb] 

 

F 24 Property regimes and climate change   Rose, “Liberty, Property,  

  Quiz 7        Environmentalism” (420ff.) 

 

M 27 Water rights      Glennon, “Unquenchable” (579ff.) 

 

W 29 Environmental justice     Schrader-Frechette, “Environmental  

  Quiz 8        Justice” (204ff.) 

  

F 31 Kantian ethics  

   

M,  Apr. 3 Protecting the vulnerable     

  Paper 2 due 



 

W   5 Preserving species     Rolston, “Species and Biodiversity” [Bb] 

  

   

Thinking globally 

F   7 Are all social problems market problems?  Shahar, “Free-Market Environmentalism  

          Pace Environmentalism” (438ff.) 

 

M 10 Population and consumption    Monbiot, “The Population Myth” [Bb] 

  Quiz 9       Berry, “Preserving Wildness” [Bb] 

 

W 12 Development and inequality    Shue, “Global Environment and  

International Inequality” (516ff.) 

 

F 14 Good Friday—no class 

 

M 17 Easter Monday—no class 

 

W 19 GMOs       Gambrel, “Virtue Theory and Genetically  

Modified Crops” (622ff.) 

 

F 21 Sustainability and locality    Berry, “The Idea of a Local Economy”  

  Quiz 10       [Bb] 

 

Conclusion 

M 24 A common good for the whole community  Berry, “The Work of Local Culture” [Bb] 

 

W 26 Conclusion 

  Issue analysis due 

 

 

Final Exam: 

 

Section 01 (9:15-10:15 section)  Wednesday, May 3 8:00-11:00am 

 

Section 02 (2:00-3:00 section)  Thursday, May 4 12:00-3:00pm 

 

 

 


