
Big Questions Rubric 
 

This rubric is only a sample. Please adapt it accordingly for your own course. 
 

What level of understanding does the text demonstrate? 
 

Level Level Description Textual Traits 

4 Advanced understanding of 
course material; deep 
understanding of the question 
and its implications. 

• Question is articulated in terms 
used regularly in class. 

• Essay analyzes the factors that 
make the question debatable 
within and across communities. 

• Essay presents and synthesizes 
examples from course 
discussions and materials in a 
way that demonstrates a comfort 
with complexity. 

3 General knowledge of course 
material; nuanced understanding 
of the question and its 
implications. 

• Question is articulated in terms 
used regularly in class. 

• Essay attempts to work beyond 
binaries or to complicate 
generalizations. 

• Essay presents examples from 
course discussions and materials 
that demonstrate an awareness 
of the complexity of the issue. 

2 General knowledge of course 
material; simple or basic 
understanding of the question; 
some understanding of its 
implications. 

• Question is articulated in terms 
used regularly in class. 

• Essay employs generalizations 
that demonstrate a broad 
familiarity with the material. 

• Examples are provided but not 
fully contextualized. 

1 Basic or flawed knowledge of 
course material; weak or 
mistaken understanding of the 
question; poor understanding of 
its implications. 

• Question is articulated in 
rudimentary terms. 

• Essay relies on simple binaries to 
explain the debate around the 
question. 

• Essays employs few examples. 
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At what level does the essay demonstrate control of the language, knowledge 
of academic textual conventions, and understanding of grammatical 

correctness? 
 

Level Level Description Textual Traits 

4 Excellent grasp of 
academic textual 
conventions. 

• Writing is fluid, sentence forms are varied, 
and diction is mature. 

• Text demonstrates a thorough understanding 
of audience, context, and purpose that 
focuses all elements of the essay. 

• Text is free of surface level errors, misused 
words, and grammar mistakes. 

3 Good grasp of 
academic textual 
conventions 

• Writing generally conveys meaning to 
readers through the use of straightforward 
language. 

• Text shows evidence of an adequate 
consideration of audience, context and 
purpose and focus on the task. 

• A few minor surface level errors, misused 
words, and grammar mistakes are present. 

2 Average grasp of 
academic textual 
conventions 

• Diction and tone are appropriate for the 
assignment, but remain rough and unoriginal.  

• Some awareness of audience, purpose, and 
context is present, but at a rudimentary level. 

• Errors in diction, punctuation, and grammar 
occasionally interfere with the text’s ability to 
convey meaning to readers. 

1 Below college-level 
expectations 

• Syntax is simplistic, unvaried, or marred by 
incoherencies that impede conveying 
meaning to readers.  

• Demonstrates minimal attention to audience, 
context, and purpose, and fails to accomplish 
the assigned task. 

• Many errors in diction, punctuation, and 
grammar. 

 
	  


