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Doctor of Pharmacy

“It is a privilege to be able to 
introduce the world of pharmacy to 
young scholars dedicated to caring 
for our future generations. The 

Pharmacy Program at High Point 
University will provide a strong basic 

pharmaceutical science foundation 
on which to build clinical knowledge 

and skills. Students will learn how to 
provide patient-focused individualized 
care. They will gain experience through 

simulations and actual practice 
encounters. They will learn the 

importance of working with colleagues 
from many different health professions 

to provide the most advanced care 
possible. This is a time of rapid change 
in pharmacy and we look forward to 
providing the leadership necessary to 
help students grow into drug experts 
and medication therapy managers.” 

– Dr. Ronald Ragan

Dr. Ronald E. Ragan, R.Ph., Ph.D.
Professor and founding Dean,  
School of  Pharmacy
(336) 841-9193
rragan@highpoint.edu 

Pharmacy is a rapidly changing profession, and the faculty and 
administration at High Point University believe it is essential 
that our graduates be able to lead in these times of  change.  
The School of  Pharmacy has been created to provide students 
with the knowledge and skills necessary to design and manage 
medication therapies that meet both current and future needs.  
Students will receive an education that will position them to 
practice pharmacy in a variety of  settings, or to pursue advanced 
clinical or academic training.

Students earn their Doctor of  Pharmacy (Pharm.D.) after six 
rigorous years of  education. Students are not penalized if  they 
complete the pre professional track in three or four years instead 
of  two but the additional courses taken during this time do not 
affect the number of  credit hours necessary to complete the 
professional portion of  the program.

The following information was developed as a resource for 
students interested in pursuing a degree in pharmacy. As the 
program develops, information may change. Therefore, for 
updates or questions, contact the Office of  the School of  
Pharmacy at 336.841.9193.  

Length of study and degree granted:  
Pharmacy: Two years pre-professional courses in the College 
of  Arts and Sciences plus four years professional courses in 
the School of  Pharmacy to earn your Doctor of  Pharmacy 
(Pharm.D.)

Admission requirements:  
The admission requirements being developed are expected to be 
similar to those of  highly ranked pharmacy programs in the nation. 
As a general rule, to be competitive for admission to the Pharm.D. 
program, a student should have a GPA of approximately 3.5 on 
a 4.0 scale and a Pharmacy College Admission Test (PCAT) 
composite score at or above the 65th percentile.  In addition, a 
competitive student should have experience as a pharmacy clerk or 
technician (or shadowed these positions extensively), and be able to 
discuss his or her leadership experiences in the field of  pharmacy. 

Will High Point University students be given preferential 
admission to the above programs?  
All students that complete the above requirements at High 
Point University will be granted an interview to the Doctor of  
Pharmacy program. Regardless of  where they completed their 
pre-professional coursework, students must be qualified and 
competitive to be considered for a position in the school.

*Chemistry Series 16 Chemistry I & II and Organic Chemistry I & II, with labs

*Biology Series 16 Introduction to Biology, Human Anatomy, Physiology, and Microbiology, 
  with labs.

*Math 4 Calculus I

English 8 English I & II

Communication 4 Communication preferred but Speech accepted

General Study 17 Humanities or Social Sciences

*  Denotes pre pharmacy core class. All core classes should be taken in the curriculum for Majors if  possible.

Note: Regional schools have different requirements so students should communicate directly with an advisor from the school they wish to attend for pertinent details. 
Pay special attention to your school’s requirements for Physics, Statistics and Economics among others. Some schools may require more total hours to apply. 

Note: Students that have not completed a year-long physics course in high school with a grade of  “B” or above should also complete College Physics.

Application Checklist	
	2 years prior to anticipated start term (AST) 

begin pre-pharmacy courses
	Chemistry
	Biology
	Math
	English
	Communications
	Humanity & Social Science Courses

	Take PCAT (1 year prior to AST)
	50th percentile is required for admission, 

but competitive applicants will score at 
or above the 65th percentile

	Repeat if needed
	Apply through Pharm CAS (College 

Application Service) – Fall 2015
	Complete HPU Supplemental Rx 

Application – Fall 2015
	Interview timeframe for selected 

applicants – Spring 2016 

Pre-pharmacy curriculum designed to prepare students to apply for Pharmacy School

Required Course  Credit-Hours  Notes 

         Fall 2013 Fall 2014  Spring 2015  Fall 2015  Fall 2016 Spring 2020

HPU submits 
Prospectus for 

Substantive 
Change to 
SACSOC

First pre-
professional class 
enters College of  
Arts and Sciences 

at HPU

HPU submits 
Program Self  

Study and 
Application for 
Accreditation 

to ACPE

Students on 
track to complete 
pre-professional 

courses take 
PCAT and apply 

to Pharmacy 
Program

First 
professional 
class enters 
Pharmacy 

School

Graduation of  
first professional 
class with Doctor 

of  Pharmacy

The Proposed School of Pharmacy Development Timeline at High Point University

Accreditation: High Point University is developing a School of  Pharmacy to be housed on the High Point, NC campus. The University will 
obtain accreditation for the proposed school from the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE) prior to accepting students into the 
professional program. For information about accreditation of  pharmacy programs by ACPE, see https://www.acpe-accredit.org.


