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RESPONDING TO A CAMPUS FIRE 

Prepare in advance; know where to go and how to get there; locate the manual fire 
alarm and extinguisher closest to you. Your own common sense is the finest safety 
device ever developed . . . Above all, remember to use your head. 
 

When the Alarm Sounds: 
 Treat every alarm seriously. At the time of alarm, it is unknown whether there is 

a true fire or a false alarm. A fire is capable of doubling in size every 30 seconds. 
Do not waste time by not reacting to the alarm. 

 Gather your immediate items but do not waste time collecting your belongings. 

 Evacuate the building to the assigned rally points (CLICK HERE for locations). 
These locations are far enough from the building to allow adequate protection 
from any fire-related injuries, and enable first responders to work unimpeded. 

 Do not go back into the building until the ALL CLEAR sign has been given by an appropriate official. The fire department will 
often silence the alarm while they are investigating the fire so they can communicate with one another—this does not mean 
that it is safe to go back inside yet.  

 

If You Discover a Fire: 
 RESCUE anyone in immediate danger. 

 ALERT people of the fire by activating the nearest fire alarm. 

 CONFINE the fire by closing all doors and windows. 

 EVACUATE the building. 
 

The major cause of death during a fire is smoke inhalation. Familiarize 
yourself with your everyday surroundings. Know in advance how many 
doors you will have to pass along your evacuation route before you 
reach the nearest exit door. If heavy smoke is present, the exit signs 
above the doors may be obscured. Knowing in advance how many 
doors you must pass will allow you to crawl or crouch low while 
counting the number of doors, so you will know when you reach the 
exit door (even if you can’t see that it is the exit.) 
 

 

Using a Fire Extinguisher: 
If safe to do so, you may attempt to    
extinguish a small contained fire with a 
fire extinguisher. Do this only if you can 
do so safely. If there is any doubt,      
evacuate. To properly use a fire            
extinguisher, remember PASS: 
 

CLICK HERE to access a video  
demonstrating proper handling of a 
fire extinguisher. 
     Remember, time is always of the 

essence since many fire extinguishers have a limited         
operation time of 8-15 seconds. 
 

Always know your escape route. Keep your back to the exit 
and never let the fire get between you and the exit.  

If Trapped in a Room: 

1. Wet and place cloth material around or under the door 
to prevent smoke from entering the room. 

2. Close as many doors as possible between you and the 
fire. 

3. Call Security (336-841-9111) and provide your exact 
location. 

4. Be prepared to signal to someone outside. 
5. Wet and place cloth material around your face to      

protect against smoke inhalation, and stay low to the 
ground. 

CLASSES OF FIRES: 
Understanding the type of fuel feeding the fire allows you to select 
the correct method for extinguishing the fire. Most fire extinguishers 
on campus are rated for ABC fires. 

 Class A: Ordinary combustibles such as paper, cloth, wood,   
rubber, and many plastics 

 Class B: Flammable liquids (oils, gasoline) and combustible   
liquids (charcoal lighter fluid, kerosene). These fuels burn only 
at the surface because oxygen cannot penetrate the depth of 
the fluid. Only the vapor burns when ignited. 

 Class C: Energized electrical equipment (wiring, motors). When 
the electricity is turned off, the fire becomes a Class A fire. 

 Class D: Combustible metals (aluminum, magnesium, titanium) 

 Class K: Cooking oils (vegetable oils, animal oils, fats) 

 If Caught in Smoke: 
1. Drop to hands and knees and crawl toward the exit. Stay 

low to the ground. 
2. Cover your face with a wet cloth or t-shirt. 
3. Count the doors as you pass so you will know when you 

reach the exit door. 

Assisting Individuals with Special Needs: 
 

Areas of Refuge are located in buildings’ outermost stairwells for 
individuals who are unable to evacuate. The stairwells are often 
the most structurally sturdy locations and provide the greatest 
protection while waiting for help.  

If you are unable to evacuate or are with someone who cannot 
evacuate safely without your assistance, proceed to the closest 
Area of Refuge and contact HPU Security at 336-841-9111.      
Provide your location and reason why you need assistance, and 
emergency responders will be dispatched to your location.      

KITCHEN FIRE SAFETY: 
     Cooking equipment is the cause of about 3/4 of fires and 
most fires begin in a kitchen or cooking area.  
     When cooking, avoid wearing clothes with long and loose 
fitting sleeves and keep cooking surfaces free of flammable 
objects like potholders and towels. 
     To handle any grease burns, remember NO WATER. Grease 
fires are extremely dangerous because the fuel source (the 
grease) is a liquid and easily splashed. These fires burn very 
hot and can quickly spread to cabinets or other areas of the 
kitchen. 

 DO NOT USE WATER on a grease fire. 

 Turn off the burner and CALL 911 or (336) 841-9111. 

 The easiest way to smother a grease fire is to cover it with 
a pan lid. Be careful with glass lids because they can 
shatter from the heat. 

 Grease fires can be smothered by using baking soda. 

http://www.highpoint.edu/safety/files/2014/02/Rally-points-mega-file.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emLv3quJUpc

