Content, Depth and Application (DnA) Project Rubric: Middle/Secondary/Special Subjects
Electronic Evidence #2
Evidence Descriptors and Evaluation Tool
Highlighted yellow text below describes how the evidence specifically addresses each of the descriptors. The rubric will be used for the
instructor’s evaluation of the project as it related to the course grade as well as for gateway assessment for the unit’s comprehensive
assessment plan for NCATE.
Alignment with the NC Professional Teaching Standards
This Depth and Application (DnA) Project is designed to provide evidence of candidate’s performance relative to the following
standards and elements: This electronic evidence supports the descriptor 3b.1 and Teacher Education Specialty Area Standards (2009) for
Secondary Grades Teachers. Standard 2 states candidates are to “connect discipline based content and concepts to real world applications
and situations.” P. 17
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Proficient: Total Score of 14-16 (B- to B+ on Project)
Accomplished: Total Score of 17-21 (A- to A+ on Project)
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Follow-Up Needed (Comment if Necessary):
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Depth and Application Project (DnA) Content Instructor Evaluation
NCPTS 3b.1
Product: In-depth content investigation included in the product as appropriate for the specific licensure prompt and an
Interactive presentation to a Professional Learning Community, peers, and content faculty.
The candidate identifies and clearly states a topic or problem that is significant in his or her field [major understanding,
concept, controversy or question/problem] as appropriate to the licensure specific prompt.
The candidate identifies and explains the significance and relevance of the topic/problem for the discipline.
Literature of the discipline (scholarly and theoretical work) is cited and is used to support the ideas that are presented in the
product.
The literature is current, accurate, relevant and authoritative.
The use of the literature demonstrates an understanding of how knowledge in the discipline is generated, how information is
created and tested, what qualifies as data and how data is used.
Sufficient literature is cited to develop a convincing argument or understanding of the topic. It includes multiple perspectives
about the topic.
The candidate collects, interprets and uses the information and/or data appropriate to the topic/problem and discipline
The product reflects accuracy and clarity of the content using standard English
The product reflects an understanding of the complexity of the topic/problem and provides multiple explanations.
The candidate draws conclusions that demonstrate appropriate and logical integration of data and ideas as well as
independent, critical thinking.

The format and organization of the product is appropriate to the discipline, is clearly presented and demonstrates
appropriate language conventions.
The product reflects the awareness of the literacy components of textuality, the reader/audience/learner consideration
and the author’s influences.
The product presented in the interactive presentation reflects a correct understanding of the topic and its application.
The candidate’s presentation reflects an appropriate ability to articulate the topic in a logical and coherent manner to others.
The candidate is able to make real world connections when discussing the topic as it relates to current discussions and issues
The candidate is able to answer questions from an audience when asked to elaborate on their understanding of the topic in
depth
Total (Maximum=15 points)

