Paul B. Ringel

(617) 921-4963
E-mail: pringel@highpoint.edu 
Current Position

2005 - 
Professor of History, High Point University, High Point, North Carolina.


Courses Include:
The History Detectives: Advanced Methods in Historical Research and Writing


Hollywood and American History 


The American Sports Revolution: 1865-1945
The Long Freedom Rights Movement


Black American Narratives


Race and the Law: Case Studies in American Legal History

Introduction to American Legal History
Race, Sports, and Higher Education in United States History, 1865-1980  


African American Religious History

The History of African American Education (junior honors course)
Working-Class Protest Cultures (team-taught first-year honors course)


American Expansions: U.S. History 1815-1918
Honored as Service-Learning Professor of the Year (2014-2015) and selected as an Honors Fellow (2019-2022 )
________________________________________________________________________
Education

2005

Ph.D., Brandeis University Program in American History, Waltham, MA 

1994 J.D., Boston College Law School, Newton, MA

1990 A.B., Princeton University, Princeton, NJ

________________________________________________________________________

Publications
Books

Commercializing Childhood: Children’s Magazines, Urban Gentility, and the Ideal of the American Child (University of Massachusetts Press, 2015) Winner of the Children’s Literature Association’s 2015 Honor Book Award for outstanding scholarship in the field of children’s literature.
Kid History, Inc.: Selling Children the American Past (forthcoming from University of Massachusetts Press
Scholarly Articles
“The Brownies Book and the American Children’s Publishing Industry” in The Edinburgh History of Children’s Periodicals, eds. Kristine Moruzi and Michelle Smith (Edinburgh University Press, 2024)
“A History of Disparate Treatment in Education,” One High Point Commission Reparations and Reconciliation Report, July 27,2023, 32-66.
“Schoolhouse Rock for a New Generation: What Should It Look Like?” The Public Historian (February 2021), 82-101.
“The Communal Possibilities of Baseball,” NINE: A Journal of Baseball History and Culture (Spring 2021), 186-191.

“A Victorious Union: Oliver Optic Sells the Civil War to Northern Youths, 1863-1898” in Buying and Selling the Civil War, eds. Caroline Janney and James Marten (University of Georgia Press, 2021)
“The Dark Frigate and the Use of Masculinity in Early Newbery Culture” in Dust Off the Gold Medal: Rediscovering Children’s Literature at the Newbery Centennial, eds. Sara Schwebel and Jocelyn VanTuyl (Routledge, 2021)
“Transforming Rebellion into Affirmation: A History of Youth Literature and Reading Cultures” in The Oxford Handbook of Youth Cultures, ed. James Marten (2021)

“Incorporating ‘Growth Mindset’ Into Public History Teaching,” History@Work: The National Council of Public Historians Blog, October 23, 2019

"Can Facebook Help Public Historians Build Community?" History@Work: The National Council of Public Historians Blog, August 11, 2017
“Thrills For Children: The Youth’s Companion, the Civil War, and the Commercialization of American Youth” in Civil War and Childhood, ed. James Marten (New York University Press, 2011)

“Reforming the Delinquent Consumer: Institutional Responses to Children’s Consumption from the Late Nineteenth Century to the Present” in Children and Consumer Culture in American Society, ed. Lisa Jacobson (Greenwood Press, 2007)
.
Media Publications

“The Black History Knowledge Gap is Widening, and GOP Politicians are Making it Worse,” The Conversation, March 6, 2024

“Red Sox Nation, Meet Your Horn-Tooting, Rabble-Rousing Granddaddies, the Royal Rooters,” Boston Globe, September 8, 2022

“The Return of ‘Schoolhouse Rock’ Could Pave the Way for Better Knowledge of History,” Washington Post, April 7, 2021 

“Toys Are Ditching Genders for the Same Reason They First Took Them On,” Washington Post, March 2, 2021
“Why a Shootout between Black Panthers and Law Enforcement 50 Years Ago Matters Today,” The Conversation, February 8, 2021
“The Insidious Logic of Stick-to-Sports,” The Atlantic, October 2, 2017

“Turn-of-the-Century Kid’s Books Taught Wealthy, White Boys the Virtues of Playing Football”, Smithsonian, September 15, 2017
“How Banning Books Marginalizes Children,” The Atlantic, October 1, 2016
"Baseball on the Margins in 1916," The Hardball Times, September 16, 2016
"Babe Ruth, Ring Lardner, and Baseball on the Verge in 1916," The Hardball Times, August 26, 2016

"Reflecting on the High Point Sit-ins Anniversary," High Point Enterprise, February 15, 2016
“Why Children Get Gifts on Christmas: A History,” The Atlantic, December 25, 2015
“The Star Wars Plot Device That’s 150 Years Old,” Time Magazine, December 18, 2015
"The 1915 World Series and the Rise of the Modern American Sports Fan," We're History, November 3, 2015
“What’s Next for Sesame Street?” We’re History, September 4, 2015
“HPU History class digs in William High’s past,” High Point Enterprise, May 30, 2015 

Public History

2023-

Historian, One High Point Commission, High Point, North Carolina
· Contributed research on the history of racial disparities in the city’s public school system to larger report on the need for reparations created at the request of the High Point City Council and High Point NAACP.

Producer, No Easy Task: The Desegregation of High Point College, 1962-1980
· Producing student-generated documentary film and oral history project about Black students who desegregated High Point College from 1965-1980.

· Raised funds to allow current students and recent graduate to expand the film from ten to forty-five minutes; film premiere is scheduled for Fall 2024
2022-
Writer, Researcher, Co-producer, Moore Family Project

· Developing podcast on eight-generation history of family that migrated from Wilmington, NC to High Point, NC after 1898 Massacre

· Pilot episode will record in May 2024
· Planning to write a co-author a book with Moore family after podcast is complete.

2021-
Co-producer, Schoolhouse Rock BLK

· Working with a video production team and a collective of historians to reboot Schoolhouse Rock history episodes; currently fundraising in hopes of beginning production in Fall 2024.

· Co-managing this project with North Carolina A&T professor Jelani Favors.
2019
Director, Congregational United Church of Christ Project, High Point University, High Point, NC

· Directed a group of students who built a portable museum exhibit on the history of one of the oldest predominantly black churches in High Point, NC.

2014-
Director, The William Penn Project, High Point University, High Point, NC

· Ongoing public history project about the Jim-Crow era segregated black high school in High Point, NC. We have conducted over fifty interviews of William Penn alumni and students built a website on the history of the school based on archival source material.
· Interviews are professionally archived in the High Point University Library
2012- 2013
Historical Advisor, “Building America Through Core Democratic Values,” International Civil Rights Center and Museum, Greensboro, NC
· Helped the museum to develop civil rights curricula for 4th and 8th grade classes across North Carolina. 
2004-2006
Content Advisor, “The Time Warp Trio,” WGBH-TV, Boston, MA

· Served as historical expert for 26-episode season of animated children’s program that ran nationally on Discovery Kids network

May 30, 2015
________________________________________________________________________

Interviews/Invited Talks

“Writing the Civil War for Kids,” The Ribbon Book Club(podcast), August 3, 2023
Quantifying Racial Disparities in the High Point Public Schools, 1897-1993,” One High Point Commission, High Point, NC, June 1, 2023
“Rethinking Reconstruction: Why a Scholarly Debate about the 19th Century Should Matter to 21st Century Teachers and Students" Facing History and Ourselves, May 17, 2023
“Do We Need Another ‘Schoolhouse Rock’? Celebrating Fifty Years of the Educational Songs,” Here & Now, WBUR-FM, National Public Radio, March 13, 2023
“Royal Rooters,” New England Sports Network, September 9, 2022

“Schoolhouse Rock for a New Generation,” Omohundro Institute for Early American History, The College of William and Mary, March 31, 2021

“Proposed Missouri Bill Targeting Children’s Books Could Land Librarians in Jail,” January 22, 2020

“The History of Gift-Giving in America,” Cross Country Checkup, CBC Radio, December 1, 2019

“Honoring the Legacies of William Penn,” Commencement Address, Penn-Griffin School for the Arts, June 15, 2018

“The More Complete History of of Civil Rights in High Point,” The State of Things, WUNC-FM, National Public Radio, January 23, 2018
"Why Children's Magazines Matter: Studying Artifacts of Popular Culture," The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Lecture, Guilford College Department of History, April 24, 2017

"Nineteenth Century Developments in Childhood Culture," Bank Street Graduate School of Education, November 3, 2016

"When Children Become Consumers," "The State of Things," WUNC 91.5 North Carolina Pubic Radio, October 11, 2016

"Building Youth Culture Through Media," Wake Forest University Museum of Anthropology, February 23, 2016
________________________________________________________________________

Recent Conference Presentations
2022
“Education at a Crossroads: The Urgent Need for Public History for Youth Audiences,” National Council on Public History 2022 Annual Meeting, Montreal, Quebec, March 2022

2021
“Female Librarians, Masculine Stories: How The Dark Frigate Helped to Institutionalize the Newbery Medal,” Children’s Literature Association Virtual Conference, June 2021

“Schoolhouse Rock! and the Teaching of Difficult History,” Society for the History of Childhood and Youth Virtual Conference, June 2021 

2018
“Rise as We Move? Migration and Opportunity for Black Youth in Jim Crow North Carolina, 1945-1971” Children’s History Society Conference, University of Greenwich, London, UK, June 2018

"Power Struggles in Public History," National Council on Public History 2018 Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, Nevada, April 2018 

2016
"Using Facebook as an Engagement Tool for the William Penn Project," Pathways to Achieving Civic Engagement (PACE) Conference, High Point University, High Point, North Carolina, February 2016

2015
“Building Community Through History: The William Penn High School Project in High Point, North Carolina,” National Council on Public History 2015 Annual Meeting, Nashville, Tennessee, April 2015
