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The Parker-Locke Award winners Sofie Smith (left, ’25) and William Tepper (center, 
’25) with Rev. Dr. Christopher Franks (right). 

 

Note from the Chair  

Greetings from David Hayworth Hall! The Department of Religion and 
Philosophy had a full year of vibrant conversations, enlightening research, 
and transformative growth. We are so proud of our students, who set a high 
bar for themselves and then exceed it! There are also promotions, awards, 
and new faces to celebrate. I especially want to mention Rabbi Dr. Andrew 
Ettin, who joined us this year as Visiting Assistant Professor in Jewish 
Studies and Hebrew Bible, to fill in between Dr. Kelsey Spinnato, who left in 
May 2024, and Dr. Anna Marsh, who will join us in August 2025. Rabbi Dr. 
Ettin was a gift to all of us this year, and we are grateful for his service. I hope 
you enjoy this glimpse into our department! 
 
Warmly, 
 
Rev. Dr. Chris Franks 
cfranks@highpoint.edu 
 
 
 
 

http://www.highpoint.edu/religion/
http://www.highpoint.edu/philosophy/
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Student News  

The Parker-Locke Award for outstanding academic achievement and leadership ability by a graduating 
major or majors in 2025 went to Sofie Smith and William Tepper. 
 
ΦΣΤ (Phi Sigma Tau) is the International Honor Society in Philosophy. To qualify, students must major 
or minor in philosophy and meet rigorous academic standards demonstrating their commitment to and 
excellence in the study of philosophy.  In Spring 2025, the department inducted Autumn Bryan (’25), 
Nathan Hohensee (’25), Owen Hunter (’25), Sofie Smith (’25), and William Tepper (’25). 
Congratulations, scholars! 
 

 
 

Spring 2025 Phi Sigma Tau from left to right: William Tepper, Autumn Bryan, Nathan Hohensee, Owen Hunter, 
and Sofie Smith, with Dr. Amy MacArthur. 

 
ΘAK (Theta Alpha Kappa) is the national honor society for religious studies and theology. To qualify, 
students must major or minor in religion, have completed at least 12 credits in that area, and have a high 
GPA demonstrating excellence in both the discipline and their overall studies. In the spring of 2025, the 
department inducted Liam Cavicchia (’26). Congratulations! 

 

 
Spring 2025 Theta Alpha Kappa from left to right: Kayla Wylie (inducted 2024), Liam Cavicchia, and Sofie Smith (inducted 
2024), with Mr. Thaddeus Ostrowski. 
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Student Research 

In Spring 2025, Darius Cummings (’25, Philosophy and Sociology/Anthropology 
double major), Sofie Smith (’25, Philosophy and Religion double major), William Tepper (’25, 
Philosophy and Biology double major), Kayla Wylie (’25, History and Religion double major), and the 
members of HPU’s Ethics Bowl Team presented on Honors day at HPU’s student research symposium, 
High-PURCS. 

 

The members of the Ethics Bowl presented “Contemporary Applications of the Belmont Report in Healthcare Ethics” which 
was prepared for the 2025 NCICU Ethics Bowl competition. In the photo left to right, Sofie Smith, Autumn Bryan, William 

Tepper, Liam Cavicchia, Ben Mathews, Ashley Rodriguez, with advisors Mr. Thaddeus Ostrowski and Dr. Amy 
MacArthur. 

                                           

Darius Cummings (left) presenting “Just Dharma: Reincarnation as a Theory of Punishment in Sino-Tibetan Buddhism” which 
he worked on with Dr. Matthew Mitchell. Sofie Smith (right) presenting her poster entitled “The Connection between Self-

Cultivation and Justice” which she worked on with Drs. Carl Helsing and Beth Hupfer. 
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William Tepper (left) presenting “A Moral Conception of Retributive Justice” which he worked on with Dr. Amy MacArthur. 
Kayla Wylie (right) presenting her poster entitled “In Defense of the Papacy: Rethinking the Catholic Response to the 

Protestant Reformation” which she worked on with Dr. Andrew Tzavaras in History. 

Darius Cummings (’25) and Sofie Smith (’25) presented at the 2024 North Carolina Religious Studies 
Association Conference in Fayetteville on November 2, 2024. Darius’s presentation was entitled “Paint 
the Path: Buddhist Paintings of Solukhumbu Monasteries” and Sofie’s presentation was entitled “Living 
in Nature: Stoicism and Daoism.” 

Sofie Smith (’25) submitted two articles for publication. “The Stoic and Daoist Views on Living in Nature” 
will be published in Puros, The Undergraduate Philosophy Journal of the University of Colorado at 
Colorado Springs, and “The Connection between Self-Cultivation and Justice” will be published in 
Innovation: Journal of Creative and Scholarly Works at High Point University. 

In the summer of 2024, several HPU Religion and Philosophy students participated in internships: 
  

                   
William Tepper (left, ’25) worked with Dr. David B. Resnik, a bioethicist with the National Institute of 
Environmental Health Sciences (NIEHS) on a research project involving conflict of interest disclosures in 
the field of climate science. In addition, he took part in several bioethics seminars, with topics such as 
moral theory and history of human subject research regulation, and attended Institutional Review Board 
(IRB) meetings, where he got a firsthand look into the process of reviewing new research studies that 
involve human subjects to ensure that they align with ethical guidelines established by the NIH. 
 
Ivy Scott (right, ’26) interned with Josiah Venture where she was based in Lviv, in western Ukraine. 
During her internship, she served alongside local churches at weeklong camps by helping with the 
“behind the scenes” details so that church leaders could focus on getting to know the campers. She helped 
set up big group games, led a devotional (with a translator), taught English workshops, and got to see 
what church, camp, and life looked like in a different cultural context. Ivy writes, “I was able to experience 
what living and serving looked like in a different culture. Overall, it was an amazing time where I not only 
got to see God work in amazing ways but also grew so much in my relationship with Christ.” 
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Student Clubs 

FOCUS pre-ministry group (Rev. Dr. Chris Franks advising) was in action this year, connecting students 
discerning a call into ministry. FOCUS students are leaders in many ways around campus, and come 
together to encourage one another, to grow, and to support one another. This year’s meetings centered 
on studying the Psalms of Ascent through Eugene Peterson’s book, A Long Obedience in the Same 
Direction. 

Dr. Amy MacArthur and Mr. Thaddeus Ostrowski took a team of four students to the annual NCICU 
Ethics Bowl competition in Raleigh on February 7-8, 2025.  A team of six—Autumn Bryan, Liam 
Cavicchia, Ben Mathews, Ashley Rodriguez, Sofie Smith, and Will Tepper—spent six months 
preparing positions on ten cases pertaining to this year’s theme, “Ethics in Health and Wellness.” 

 

HPU’s 2025 NCICU Ethics Bowl Team: Front row, from left to right: Ashley Rodriguez and William Tepper. Back row, from 
left to right: Mr. Thaddeus Ostrowski, Ben Mathews, Autumn Bryan, and Dr. Amy Lynn MacArthur. 

 
The Philosophy Club, with Dr. Carl Helsing and Dr. Amy MacArthur as faculty advisors, enjoys a 
membership of 23 students and hosts biweekly meetings where students lead discussion on a wide 
range of philosophical topics, including the Ship of Theseus, self-cultivation in Chinese philosophy, Kant 
and Hegel on retributive justice, and theories on representationalism. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 Religion and Philosophy Newsletter ǀ Spring 2025 

 

 

Department News  

 
Dr. Robert Moses was promoted to full professor of religion. Congratulations, Dr. Moses! 
 

 
 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Franks was awarded the Spirit of High Point University Award on August 14, 2024. 
 
Rabbi Dr. Andrew Ettin joined the department as a visiting assistant professor for 2024-2025. Rabbi Dr. 
Ettin has a long career of teaching and scholarship. Faculty, staff, and students have enjoyed wide-
ranging discussions with Rabbi Dr. Ettin on topics as varied as the works of Virginia Woolf, Psalms, and 
the joys of HPU’s many gardens. 
 
The department will be welcoming Dr. Anna Marsh in August 2025. Dr. Marsh joins us from Luther 
Seminary where she has been teaching and researching topics such as food and gender in the Hebrew 
Bible.   

 

 
During spring break, Rev. Dr. Chris Franks, Rev. Dr. Preston Davis, vice president and minister to HPU, 
and Gwenn Noel, vice president of student life, led a group of 20 HPU students (including Religion 
majors Liam Cavicchia and Mia Spies and Philosophy minor Sophia Butironi) to Italy. The travelers 
followed in the footsteps of Peter, Paul, Augustine, Francis, Clare, and Catherine of Siena. 
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The Spring 2025 Charles Franklin Finch Lecture was delivered on Mar. 10, 2025, by Dr. Jennifer 
Herdt (above right) Gilbert L. Stark Professor of Christian Ethics & Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs at 
Yale University Divinity School. The lecture was entitled “Human Virtues for a World of AI.” 
 
Former department chair Dr. Earl Crow passed away in May of 2024. Dr. Crow taught at HPC/HPU 
from 1964-1995, chairing the Religion department from 1973-1982. 

 

Recent Faculty Research and Activities 

 
2024-2025 Faculty (left to right): Robert Moses, Matthew Mitchell, Andrew Ettin, Matthew Brophy, Thaddeus 
Ostrowski, Christopher Franks, Beth Hupfer, Carl Helsing, Claudine Davidshofer, Amy MacArthur, and Caroline Mobley. 
 

Rev. Dr. Chris Franks (Chair) 
• Co-led HPU Chapel pilgrimage to Italy (spring break). 
• Convenor for a session at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Christian Ethics on Jan. 11, 2025. 
• Presented “Introduction to Luke-Acts” at Centenary United Methodist Church in Winston-Salem, 

NC, on Jan. 26, 2025 and at Broad Street United Methodist Church in Statesville, NC, on Mar. 16, 
2025 (part of the LEAP Lecture Series). 
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Dr. Matthew Brophy 
• Presented “How LLMS Challenge Criteria for AI Alignment” at the North Carolina Philosophical 

Society, Wake Forest University, Winston Salem, NC (2025) 
• Served as a guest speaker for the Higher Education Leadership Communication Council, about the 

impact of AI upon university communications 
• Published “Turing’s Milestone, Graduation’s Microphone,” in Inside Higher Ed, May 30, 2025. 

 

Dr. Claudine Davidshofer   
• Taught Ethics and the Good Life, Honors Humanistic Inquiry: The Meaning of Childhood, and 

Contemporary Continental Philosophy. 
• Served as Panel Chair and Presenter at the 30th Annual Conference for the Association of Core 

Texts and Courses in Madison, Wisconsin.  The paper was on Kierkegaard's text, Prefaces. 
• Had an article accepted for publication in International Philosophical Quarterly: "Kierkegaard's 

Critique of Hegel's Dialectical Method: On Negation and Mediation."  The article is forthcoming 
in Summer / Fall 2025. 

 

Dr. Carl Helsing 
• Has a forthcoming publication: Helsing, Carl. 2025. "Zhuangzi and Technology: Zigong, the Water-

Pulley, and Machine Consciousness" in Dialogues with Classical Chinese Philosophy, Routledge 
(Taylor & Francis).  

• Presented Helsing, Carl. "Zigong and the Water-Pulley: A Daoist Metaphor for Technology with 
Modern Implications." at the 2nd Carolina Conference for Chinese Thought at Appalachian State 
University, Boone, NC, April 5, 2025. 

• Will present: Helsing, Carl. “Great Humanity is Not Humane: Daoist Ideas of Emptiness, Non-
Action, and Nature in response to the Anthropocene.” at the 57th Annual Meeting of the Society of 
Asian and Comparative Philosophy at Leiden University, Leiden, the Netherlands, July 9-11, 2025. 

• Presented “Ancient Chinese Thought and Modern Cities: What can Mencius and Weiqi (Go) teach 
us about modern urban planning?” for the 29th International meeting of the Association of 
Chinese Professors of Social Sciences, High Point University, High Point, NC, Saturday, October 12, 
2024. 

• Traveled with HPU students to Taiwan with Prof. Daliang Wang for the Global Education course 
"Exploring Taiwan: Language, Culture, and People in a Globalized World" in May 2024. 

 
Dr. Beth Hupfer  

• Presented “AI: Longtermism’s Ruin or Savior?” at the “Existential Threats and Other Disasters: 
How Should We Address Them?” International Conference by the Center for the Study of 
Bioethics, The Hastings Center, and The Oxford Uehiro Centre for Practical Ethics, Budva, 
Montenegro (2024) 

• Presented “AI: Longtermism’s Ruin or Savior?” at the “The Era of Artificial Intelligence and the 
Merging of Human and Machine” International Conference by the University of Sassari, Alghero, 
Italy (Hybrid Event) (2024) 

• Presented “AI and the Long Term” Presidential Address for the North Carolina Philosophical 
Society, Wake Forest University, Winston Salem, NC (2025) 
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Dr. Matthew Mitchell 
• Published “Banking before Banks in Early Modern Japan: Buddhist Temple Finance,” in 

Christiaan van Bochove and Juliette Levy, eds., Beyond Banks: A Global History of Credit Markets 
and Intermediation, pp. 299-328. 

• Published a review in Japanese of Stefan Köck, Brigitte Pickl-Kolaczia, and Bernhard Scheid, 
edited, Religion, Power, and the Rise of Shinto in Early Modern Japan, for the journal Nihon 
Bukkyō Sōgō Kenkyū [Interdisciplinary Studies in Japanese Buddhism]. 

• Wrote “Crossing and Questioning Boundaries: Five Influential Books in Mahayana / East Asian 
Buddhism,” a booknote review of Pierce Salguero’s A Global History of Buddhism and Medicine, 
and an Editor’s Spotlight, all for Religious Studies Review.   

• Moderated the “Marginal Geographies in Space, Place, and Religion” panel for the American 
Academy of Religion’s 2024 Annual meeting in San Diego, CA, November 23-26. 

• Mahayana/East Asian editor for Religious Studies Review 
• Steering Committee Member of the American Academy of Religion’s Space, Place, and Religion 

Unit. 
 

Dr. Caroline Mobley 
• Continued to teach multiple Learning Communities in Fall 2024 
• Taught her new course, Philosophy of Disability, in Fall 2024 
• Traveling to London for Maymester 2025 to support Dr. Amanda Allen’s history course 

 

Dr. Robert Moses  
• Published “Angels and Demons,” in Behind the Scenes of the New Testament, ed. B. W. 

Longenecker, E. E. Shively, and T. J. Lang (Ada, MI: Baker Academic, 2024). 
• Presented “Gentile Women and Jewish Mary in Matthew’s Genealogy: Implications for 

Matthew’s Gospel,” at the Society of New Testament Studies Conference, Melbourne, Australia, 
July 25, 2024. 

• Taught Biblical Hebrew for the first time in fall 2024.  I really enjoyed teaching Hebrew.  
• Is looking forward to teaching Biblical Greek in fall 2025. 
• Is also looking forward to teaching an integrative course called “Between the Sacred and the 

Sacrilegious,” a course on Bible and Art, with Mr. Mark Brown in the School of Art and Design in 
fall 2025. 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events—Save the date! 
Fall Lecture: 
On Monday, Sept. 22, 2025, at 4:30pm, in Phillips Hall 120, Dr. C. Clifton Black, recently retired as the Otto 
A. Piper Professor of Biblical Theology at Princeton Theological Seminary, will give a lecture on “The 
Kindness of Strangers.” 
  

Charles Franklin Finch Lecture: 
On Monday, Mar. 23, 2026, at 4:30pm, in Phillips Hall 120, Dr. William T. Cavanaugh, professor of Catholic 
studies and director of the Center for World Catholicism and Intercultural Theology at DePaul University, 
will give a lecture on “The Myth of Religious Violence.” 
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How to Donate to the Religion/Philosophy Scholarship Fund 

 
Gifts made to support the Religion and Philosophy Endowed Scholarship Fund provide meaningful 
support to students majoring in these disciplines each year. They are a critical resource to ensuring 
students can pursue this extraordinary education in a successful way. If you wish to make a gift to support 
these students and our department, you may give online by clicking the button below. 
 
 
 
 
 
You may also mail a check to the address below. Please include “Religion and Philosophy Scholarship” in 
the memo line. 
 
High Point University 
One University Parkway, Drawer 39 
High Point, NC 27268 
 
 
 

2025 graduates, please complete our Graduate Exit Survey here. 
 
 
Alumni, please share your updates with us here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Give Now 

https://www.highpoint.edu/religion/exit-survey/
https://www.highpoint.edu/religion/alumni-survey/
https://engage.highpoint.edu/religion-philosophy?srctid=1&erid=14485423&trid=500d2212-9778-4663-b890-74bb871f2c09

