
 
 

HIGH POINT UNIVERSITY POLL 102 :: Solar Eclipse Release 4/5/2024 
Population represented: Adults (people over the age of 18) in North 

Carolina. 
Sample size: 347 adults in North Carolina. 
Mode of data collection: Online interviews. All interviews conducted in 

English. 
Type of sample: Non-probability from Dynata’s online panels. 
Dates of data collection: March 22, 2024 – March 30, 2024 
Credibility interval for total sample: Approximately +/- 5.8 percentage points. This 

accounts for a standard margin of sampling error 
of 5.3 (as if it were a probability sample) and a 
design effect (1.2) caused by weighting. 

Data weighting: The data is weighted toward population 
parameters for age, gender, education, race, and 
ethnicity published by the U.S. Census. The High 
Point University Survey Research Center (SRC) 
produces weights through an iterative procedure 
within SPSS.  

Survey sponsor and funded by: High Point University, High Point, NC. 
Survey/Data collection supplier: Interviews collected through the High Point 

University SRC, recording responses in Qualtrics. 
Dynata supplied online panel respondents.  

Commitment to Transparency: The HPU Poll reports methodological details in 
accordance with the standards set out by AAPOR’s 
Transparency Initiative, and the HPU Survey 
Research Center is a Charter Member of the 
Initiative. 

Sample supplier: Online panels provided by Dynata. 
Director: Martin J. Kifer, 336-841-9333. 
Associate Director: Brian McDonald, 336-841-9651. 
Methodology: Interested parties can access results from the 

survey at http://www.highpoint.edu/src/hpupoll 
and should contact the Director for additional 
information. 

Social Media You can follow the HPU Poll on X. 
 

Below are questions the Survey Research Center fielded for this study. They represent the 
text as they appeared to respondents. Statements in brackets are rotated to ensure 
respondents do not receive a set order of response options, which maintains question 
construction integrity by avoiding respondent agreement based on question composition. 
Example: [agree or disagree] or [disagree or agree]. Items that are rotated for the same 
reason are noted. Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. Percentages less 
than one percent are denoted with a * 
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2024 Solar Eclipse 
 

Are you aware of the total solar eclipse that will be visible from North America on April 8, 
2024, when the moon will partially or completely block the sun (depending on observing 
location)? 
  
 All Adults 
Yes 68 
No 24 
Unsure 8 

 
Do you plan to view the eclipse on April 8, 2024 directly (in person) or electronically (on a 
television, computer, tablet, or smart phone screen)? 
  
 All Adults 
Directly  32 
Electronically  23 
I do not plan to view the eclipse  22 
Unsure  23 

 
Do you plan to view the eclipse directly in your home area or travel to view it in another 
area? (asked of n=112 that said directly view) 
  
 All Adults 
In-person in home area  85 
Travel to view in another area  14 
Unsure  1 

 
Do you plan to travel to the path of totality, where the moon will completely block the sun 
for several minutes? (asked of n=15 that said travel) 
  
 All Adults 
Yes 74 
No 20 
Unsure 6 

 
 
Do you plan to view the solar eclipse directly using solar glasses or by taking a photo or 
video recording of the eclipse? (asked of n=112 that said directly view) 
  
 All Adults 
Solar glasses  53 
Taking a photo  8 
Taking a video  9 
Observe the eclipse directly with the naked eye, in the 
few minutes during totality  10 
Unsure  20 

 
 



Do you plan to view the solar eclipse directly with any of the following people or 
groups: [Items presented in a random order] (asked of n=112 that said directly view)  
All adults  

Yes No Unsure 
Alone  52 41 8 
With Spouse or partner  49 43 9 
With child or grandchildren  35 61 4 
With friends  34 53 13 
With co-workers  20 72 9 
At an organized event  17 78 5 

 

Please respond to the following statements about viewing the eclipse directly or in-person 
on April 8, 2024: [Items presented in a random order] (asked of n=112 that said directly 
view)  
All adults  

Yes No Unsure 
Watching the eclipse will be an enjoyable experience.  94 3 3 
Watching the eclipse will be an educational experience.  83 17 1 
I will learn about the Sun and the solar system by 
watching the eclipse.  68 25 7 
I plan to learn more about the Sun and the solar system in 
the near future.  57 31 12 

 
 
Do you plan on doing any of the following after viewing the eclipse directly or in-person 
on April 8, 2024: [Items presented in a random order] (asked of n=112 that said directly 
view)  
All adults  

Yes No Unsure 
Talk to other members of my family about the solar 
eclipse  74 22 4 

Talk to your friends or co-workers about the solar eclipse  69 25 7 
Look for information about solar eclipses on the Internet  57 34 10 
Read a story about the solar eclipse in a newspaper or 
magazine (printed or online)  45 45 10 

Talk to your children about solar eclipses  42 53 5 
Watch a television show about solar eclipses  36 46 18 
Look for information about the solar eclipse at a public 
library (in person or online)  27 59 14 

Print or save an Internet article or report about the solar 
eclipse  27 65 9 

Read or contribute to a blog about solar eclipses  27 63 10 
Listen to a podcast about solar eclipses  26 68 7 
Attend or stream a lecture about solar eclipses  25 68 8 
Read a book (print or electronic) about solar eclipses  23 67 10 
Visit a planetarium or science center/museum to learn 
about solar eclipses  21 67 12 

 



Does the Earth orbit the Sun, or does the Sun orbit the Earth? 
  
 All Adults 
Earth orbits around the Sun  69 
Sun orbits around the Earth  16 
Unsure  15 

 

Does the Earth orbit around the Sun once a day, once a month, or once a year? 
  
 All Adults 
Once a day  29 
Once a month  5 
Once a year  62 
Unsure  5 

 

Demographics 

Finally, a few questions for statistical purposes. How would you describe yourself, would 
you say female, male, or do you identify differently? 
 
 All Adults 
Male 49 
Female 49 
I identify differently * 
Refused 2 

 
Age by category [Calculated based on birth year provided by respondent] 
 
 All Adults 
18-24 11 
25-34 16 
35-44 18 
45-54 17 
55-64 19 
65 and greater  17 
Refused 3 

 
Would you say you live in a rural, a suburban, or an urban area? 
 
 All Adults 
Rural 34 
Suburban 45 
Urban 20 
Unsure 2 

 
  



In which region of North Carolina would you say you live in?    
 
 All Adults 
The coastal plain (in the east) 28 
The piedmont (in the center) 54 
The mountains (in the west) 17 

 
Do you consider yourself to be of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?    
 
 All Adults 
Yes 8 
No 91 
Unsure 1 

 

What racial group best describes you, would you say African-American or Black, White or 
Caucasian, Native American, Asian, or something else? 
 
 All Adults 
African-American or Black 23 
White or Caucasian 71 
Native American 1 
Asian 2 
Multiple or other 3 
Unsure 1 

 
Thinking about politics today, do you generally consider yourself to be very conservative, 
somewhat conservative, moderate, somewhat liberal or very liberal? 
 
 All Adults 
Very conservative  15 
Somewhat conservative  21 
Moderate  35 
Somewhat liberal  9 
Very liberal  9 
Other 3 
Unsure 9 

 
What is the last year of schooling you have completed? 
 
 All Adults 
1 - 11th grade 4 
High school graduate 28 
Some college 36 
College graduate 19 
Graduate school 11 
Unsure 2 

 
  



Would you please select the correct category for your total household income? 
 
 All Adults 
25 thousand dollars or less 20 
25 to 50 thousand dollars 29 
50 to 75 thousand dollars 18 
75 to 100 thousand dollars 12 
100 to 150 thousand dollars 13 
150 to 250 thousand dollars 4 
More than 250 thousand dollars * 
Unsure 4 

 
 
In politics today, do you consider yourself to be a Republican, Democrat, or what? 
 
 All Adults 
Republican 36 
Democrat 27 
Independent/Unaffiliated 28 
Other 2 
Unsure 7 

 

How would you best describe your current relationship status? 
 
 All Adults 
Single/never married/divorced 42 
Engaged 4 
Living with significant other 8 
Married 40 
Widowed 4 
Unsure 2 

 

 


