
 
 
 

HIGH POINT UNIVERSITY POLL 109: MEMO UPDATE 2/17/2025 

Population represented: Adults (people over the age of 18) in North Carolina. 

Sample size: 1000 adults in North Carolina (839 individuals who said 
they are registered to vote). 

Mode of data collection: Online interviews through questionnaire within High 
Point University’s Qualtrics account. All interviews 
conducted in English. 

Type of sample: Non-probability from Dynata’s online panels. 

Dates of data collection: January 16, 2025 – January 26, 2025 

Credibility interval for all adult 
sample: 

Approximately +/- 3.2 percentage points. This accounts 
for a standard margin of sampling error of 3.1 (as if it 
were a probability sample) and a design effect (1.03) 
caused by weighting. This is an attempt to estimate 
error from the nature of the sample. Additional factors 
such as question wording and other methodological 
choices in conducting survey research can introduce 
additional errors into the findings of opinion polls. 

Data quotas and weighting: High Point University’s SRC worked with Dynata to fill 
quotas for age, gender, education, race, and ethnicity. 
The data is weighted toward population parameters for 
age, gender, race, education, and ethnicity published 
by the U.S. Census for North Carolina. The High Point 
University Survey Research Center (SRC) produces 
weights through an iterative procedure within SPSS.  

Survey sponsor and funded by: High Point University, High Point, NC. 

Survey/Data collection supplier: High Point University’s SRC drafted the survey 
instrument which was approved by the HPU 
Institutional Review Board. Interviews collected 
through the High Point University SRC, recording 
responses in Qualtrics. Dynata’s online panel invited 
respondents.   

Sample supplier: Online panels provided by Dynata. Respondents were 
compensated according to their agreements with 
Dynata. 

Commitment to transparency: The HPU Poll reports methodological details in 
accordance with the standards set out by AAPOR’s 
Transparency Initiative, and the HPU Survey Research 
Center is a Charter Member of the Initiative. 

Director: Martin J. Kifer, 336-841-9333. 

Methodology: Interested parties can access results from the survey at 
http://www.highpoint.edu/src/hpupoll and should 
contact the Director for additional information. 



  
Below are questions the Survey Research Center fielded for this study. They represent the 
text as they appeared to respondents. Statements in brackets are rotated to ensure 
respondents do not receive a set order of response options, which maintains question 
construction integrity by avoiding respondent agreement based on question composition. 
Example: [agree or disagree] or [disagree or agree]. Items that are rotated for the same 
reason are noted. Percentages may not add to 100 because of rounding. Percentages less 
than one percent are denoted with a * 

 

Voting 

These days, many people are so busy they can't find time to register to vote or move 
around so often they don't get a chance to re-register. Are you now registered to vote in 
your precinct or election district, or haven't you been able to register so far?  
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Yes 87 100 
No 12 0 
Unsure 1 0 

 
Are you absolutely certain that you are registered to vote, or is there a chance that your 
registration has lapsed because you moved or for some other reason?   
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Yes, absolutely certain 96 100 
Chance registration has lapsed 3 0 
No, not registered * 0 
Unsure 1 0 

 

North Carolina Politics and Elections 

Now we would like to ask you about the 2024 elections. How much confidence do you 
have that the 2024 election results this year accurately reflect the votes that were cast? 
Would you say you have a lot of confidence, some confidence, or no confidence that the 
reported results accurately reflect the votes that were cast? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
A lot of confidence  51 54 
Some confidence  32 33 
No confidence  11 10 
Unsure  6 4 

 

  



 

How satisfied were you with the choices of candidates you had in the 2024 elections, 
would you say very satisfied, somewhat satisfied, or not at all satisfied? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Very satisfied 34 37 
Somewhat satisfied 37 37 
Not at all satisfied 23 22 
Unsure  6 4 

 

Compared to past elections, would you say that this year there was more mud-slinging or 
negative campaigning or less mud-slinging or negative campaigning?  
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
More 48 51 
Less 12 12 
About the same amount 35 34 
Unsure  6 6 

 

Do you think that the presidential election in 2028 will have more mud-slinging or 
negative campaigning than this election or will there be less mud-slinging and negative 
campaigning?  
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
More 33 34 
Less 17 18 
About the same amount 35 35 
Unsure  15 14 

 

Do you think relations between Republicans and Democrats in Washington will get better 
in the coming year, get worse, or stay the same as they are now? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Get better 18 19 
Get worse 40 40 
Stay about the same 34 34 
Unsure  9 7 

 

  



 

What about here in North Carolina? Do you think relations between Republicans and 
Democrats in Raleigh will get better in the coming year, get worse, or stay the same as 
they are now? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Get better 20 21 
Get worse 27 28 
Stay about the same 41 42 
Unsure  11 10 

 

Do you think Republicans and Democrats in Washington will spend more time next year 
working against each other or working together to get things done? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Working against each other 55 57 
Working together 26 26 
Unsure  19 17 

 

What about here in North Carolina? Do you think Republicans and Democrats in Raleigh 
will spend more time next year working against each other or working together to get 
things done? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Working against each other 42 45 
Working together 34 35 
Unsure  23 21 

 

Now, thinking about the American people as a whole after the 2024 elections, do you 
think that people in the U.S. are more united, more divided, or not much different than 
usual? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
More united 21 22 
More divided 47 49 
Not much different than usual 25 24 
Unsure  7 6 

 

  



 

Now, thinking about North Carolina's people as a whole after the 2024 elections, do you 
think that people in North Carolina are more united, more divided, or not much different 
than usual? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
More united 19 20 
More divided 35 36 
Not much different than usual 37 38 
Unsure  9 7 

 

Who in Washington do you think should take the lead in solving the nation's problems - 
President Trump or leaders in Congress? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
President Trump 45 46 
Leaders in Congress 37 37 
Unsure  19 16 

 

Who in Raleigh do you think should take the lead in solving North Carolina's problems - 
Governor Stein or leaders in the North Carolina General Assembly?  
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Governor Stein 41 43 
Leaders in NC General Assembly 36 37 
Unsure  23 19 

 

As best as you can tell, do you approve or disapprove of Donald Trump’s policies and 
plans for the future? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Approve 49 51 
Disapprove 38 38 
Unsure  14 11 

 

Generally, do you think Donald Trump will be successful or unsuccessful in getting his 
programs passed into law? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Successful 56 57 
Unsuccessful 22 23 
Unsure  22 20 

 

  



 

As best as you can tell, do you approve or disapprove of Josh Stein’s policies and plans 
for the future? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Approve 44 47 
Disapprove 15 16 
Unsure  41 38 
 

Generally, do you think Josh Stein will be successful or unsuccessful in getting his 
programs passed into law? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Successful 37 39 
Unsuccessful 19 20 
Unsure  44 41 

 

Third Party Candidates 

Would you consider voting for a third party candidate for president in 2028? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Yes 38 40 
No 33 32 
Unsure  29 27 

 

If you could choose an ideal third party candidate for the 2028 presidential campaign, 
would you prefer to have a candidate in the race who was more liberal, more 
conservative, or more moderate  than all the major party candidates? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
More liberal  20 20 
More conservative 32 34 
More moderate  35 35 
Unsure  13 10 

 

  



 

Confidence and Knowledge About NC Elections 

How much confidence would you say you have in North Carolina officials to deal with each 
of these election-related issues and processes? (List was randomized) 
    
All Adults 
  A lot A little bit Not much at all 
Early voting 45 38 16 
Primary election day processes 44 41 14 
General election day processes 44 43 13 
Vote counting processes 42 41 17 
Ballot security measures 42 39 19 
Post election day processes like electoral 
challenges, recounts, and audits 

38 43 19 

How candidates get on a ballot 37 45 18 
Election administration such as budgets and 
infrastructure 

37 44 19 

Mail-in voting 34 40 26 
Campaign contributions 31 42 27 
How legislative districts are drawn 28 45 27 

 

How much confidence would you say you have in North Carolina officials to deal with each 
of these election-related issues and processes? (List was randomized) 
    
Registered Voters 
 A lot A little bit Not much at all 
Early voting 48 38 14 
Primary election day processes 47 42 11 
General election day processes 46 43 11 
Vote counting processes 45 42 14 
Ballot security measures 45 39 17 
Post election day processes like electoral 
challenges, recounts, and audits 

39 44 17 

How candidates get on a ballot 38 47 16 
Election administration such as budgets and 
infrastructure 

38 46 16 

Mail-in voting 35 41 24 
Campaign contributions 32 44 25 
How legislative districts are drawn 28 46 26 

 

  



 

Overall, would you say it is easy or difficult to register to vote in North Carolina? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Very easy  62 67 
Somewhat easy 26 26 
Somewhat difficult 5 4 
Very difficult 1 1 
Unsure  6 3 

 

How much would you say you know about each of these election-related issues here in 
North Carolina? (List was randomized) 
    
All Adults 
  A lot A little bit Not much at all 
Early voting 40 45 15 
General election day processes 35 48 17 
Primary election day processes 31 49 20 
Mail-in voting 29 49 22 
Vote counting processes 27 49 24 
Ballot security measures 27 47 27 
Post election day processes like electoral 
challenges, recounts, and audits 

24 48 28 

How candidates get on a ballot 22 47 31 
How legislative districts are drawn 20 45 35 
Campaign contributions 20 46 35 
Election administration such as budgets and 
infrastructure 

20 45 35 

 

How much would you say you know about each of these election-related issues here in 
North Carolina? (List was randomized) 
    
Registered Voters 
  A lot A little bit Not much at all 
Early voting 43 46 11 
General election day processes 37 49 14 
Primary election day processes 33 51 17 
Mail-in voting 31 50 19 
Ballot security measures 29 48 24 
Vote counting processes 28 52 20 
Post election day processes like electoral 
challenges, recounts, and audits 25 50 25 

How candidates get on a ballot 23 49 28 
How legislative districts are drawn 21 47 32 
Election administration such as budgets and 
infrastructure 

21 47 32 

Campaign contributions 20 48 32 
 



Overall, would you say that the limit that people can contribute to North Carolina 
candidates for public office is too high, about the right amount, or too low? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Too high 22 23 
About the right amount 43 44 
Too low 4 4 
Unsure  31 28 

 

Overall, would you say that the limit that people can contribute to federal candidates for 
public office such as U.S. House or U.S. Senate is too high, about the right amount, or too 
low? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Too high 29 30 
About the right amount 40 41 
Too low 6 6 
Unsure  26 24 

 

Generally speaking, would you say that the amount of time that people in North Carolina 
can vote in-person before Election Day is too long, about right, or too short? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Too long 12 12 
About right 66 71 
Too short 9 9 
Unsure  13 9 

 

Based on how much you know about post-Election Day processes like electoral challenges 
and lawsuits, do you think it should be easier or harder for candidates to contest the 
outcomes of elections here in NC? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
Much easier 12 12 
Somewhat easier 28 30 
Somewhat harder 21 21 
Much harder 7 7 
Unsure  32 31 

 

  



 

Based on what you know about voting here in North Carolina, which of these areas should 
be given priority for any new funding that is appropriated to help North Carolinians vote? 
(List was randomized) 
All Adults 
 Yes No Unsure 
Hiring qualified people to staff election polls 72 14 14 
Checking to ensure campaign contributions are legal 71 14 14 
Screening election workers to ensure they are fair and 
unbiased 

69 15 16 

Increasing ballot security 67 18 15 
Early voting 60 23 17 
Main-in voting 56 27 18 
Election challenges, including recounts and audits 56 23 21 

 

Based on what you know about voting here in North Carolina, which of these areas should 
be given priority for any new funding that is appropriated to help North Carolinians vote? 
(List was randomized) 
Registered Voters 
 Yes No Unsure 
Hiring qualified people to staff election polls 75 14 11 
Checking to ensure campaign contributions are legal 74 15 11 
Screening election workers to ensure they are fair and 
unbiased 

72 16 12 

Increasing ballot security 70 19 11 
Early voting 63 23 14 
Main-in voting 59 28 14 
Election challenges, including recounts and audits 58 24 18 

 

  



 

Favorite Pies  

What is your favorite type of pie? (List was randomized) 
   
  All Adults Registered Voters 
Apple Pie 23 23 
Pecan Pie 15 16 
Chocolate Pie 13 12 
Pumpkin Pie 12 12 
Sweet Potato Pie 10 10 
Cherry Pie 7 8 
Blueberry Pie 5 5 
Other 5 5 
Peach Pie 4 4 
Strawberry Pie 4 4 
Unsure  1 1 

 

Winter Storms 

Changing topics again. Thinking about winter weather. Which of these items, if any, do 
you make sure you buy before a major snowstorm hits? (List was randomized) 
    
All Adults 

  Yes No Unsure 
Bread  78 19 2 
Water  75 23 2 
Extra gasoline for your car  74 22 4 
Toilet paper  73 24 3 
Milk  66 32 3 
Eggs  65 32 3 
Fruit  52 43 5 
Beer or other alcoholic beverages  31 65 4 

 

Changing topics again. Thinking about winter weather. Which of these items, if any, do 
you make sure you buy before a major snowstorm hits? 
    
Registered Voters 
 Yes No Unsure 
Bread 78 20 2 
Extra gasoline for your car 75 21 4 
Water 74 24 2 
Toilet paper 72 26 3 
Eggs 66 32 2 
Milk 65 33 3 
Fruit 51 44 5 
Beer or other alcoholic beverages 30 65 5 

 



Science Knowledge 

(Correct responses have an *) 

Oil, natural gas, and coal are examples of… 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*Fossil fuels 67 70 
Biofuels 6 6 
Geothermal resources 3 3 
Renewable resources 11 11 
Not sure 13 11 

 

A scientist is conducting a study to determine how well a new medication treats ear 
infections. The scientist tells the participants to put 10 drops in their infected ear each 
day. After two weeks, all participants’ ear infections had healed.  
Which of the following changes to the design of this study would most improve the ability 
to test if the new medication effectively treats ear infections? (Responses were 
randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*Create a second group of participants 
with ear infections who do not use any 
ear drops 47 49 
Create a second group of participants 
with infections who use 15 drops a day 9 8 
Have participants use eat drops for 
only 1 week 15 15 
Have participants put ear drops in both 
their infected ear and healthy ear 12 12 
Not sure 18 17 

 

Which of the following is an example of genetic engineering? (Responses were 
randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*Inserting a gene into plants that 
makes them resistant to insects 42 44 
Growing a whole plant from a single 
cell 15 15 
Finding the sequences of bases in plant 
DNA 12 12 
Attaching the root of one type of plant 
to the stem of another type of plant 11 11 
Not sure 20 19 

 

  



 

What is the main cause of the seasons on Earth? (Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*The tilt of the Earth’s axis in relation 
to the sun 49 50 
The distance between the Earth and 
the sun 19 19 
The speed that the Earth rotates 
around the sun 12 12 
Changes in the amount of energy 
coming from the sun 8 7 
Not sure 12 12 

 

The time a computer takes to start has increased dramatically. One possible explanation 
for this is that the computer is running out of memory. This explanation is a scientific… 
(Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 

 
*Hypothesis 42 42 
Conclusion 14 15 
Experiment 6 6 
Observation 23 24 
Not sure 15 13 

 

Many diseases have an incubation period. Which of the following best describes what an 
incubation period is? (Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*The period during which someone has 
an infection, but is not showing 
symptoms 61 63 
The recovery period after being sick 10 10 
The effect of a disease on babies 4 4 
The period during which someone 
builds up immunity to a disease 12 12 
Not sure 13 11 

 

When large areas of forest are removed so land can be converted for other uses, such as 
farming, which of the following occurs? (Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*Increased erosion 50 51 
Colder temperatures 5 5 
Decreased carbon monoxide 17 17 
Greater oxygen production 8 8 
Not sure 21 20 



 

An antacid relieves an overly acidic stomach because the main components of antacids 
are… (Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*Bases 28 28 
Acids 21 22 
Neutral 13 13 
Isotopes 7 7 
Not sure 31 30 

 

Which of these is a major concern about the overuse of antibiotics? (Responses were 
randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*It can lead to antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria 68 69 
There will be an antibiotic shortage 6 6 
Antibiotics can cause secondary 
infections 8 8 
Antibiotics will get into the water 
system 5 4 
Not sure 14 12 

 

A car travels at a constant speed of 40 miles per hour. How far does the car travel in 45 
minutes? 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
25 miles 7 7 
*30 miles 43 45 
35 miles 18 19 
40 miles 16 15 
Not sure 16 14 

 

Based on what you have heard or read, which of the following statements best describes 
the scientific method? (Responses were randomized) 
   
 All Adults Registered Voters 
*The scientific findings meant to be 
continually tested and updated over time 67 68 
The scientific method identifies 
unchanging core principles and truths 18 18 
Not sure 16 14 

 

  



 

Demographics 

Finally, a few questions for statistical purposes. How would you describe yourself, would 
you say female, male, or do you identify differently? 
  
  All Adults Registered Voters 
Male 49 50 
Female 50 50 
I identify differently * * 
Refused 1 * 

  
Do you have children younger than 18 years of age currently living in your home? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 27 27 
No 71 72 
Unsure 2 1 

 

Age by category [Calculated based on birth year provided by respondent] 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

18-24 12 11 
25-34 18 15 
35-44 17 16 
45-54 17 17 
55-64 17 18 
65 and greater  19 21 
Refused 1 1 

  
Would you say you live in a rural, a suburban, or an urban area? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Rural 36 35 
Suburban 44 45 
Urban 19 19 
Unsure 2 1 

  
  



 
 
Do you consider yourself to be of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 10 10 
No 89 89 
Unsure 1 1 

 

What racial group best describes you, would you say African-American or Black, White or 
Caucasian, Native American, Asian, or something else? 
  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

African-American or Black 22 22 
White or Caucasian 69 71 
Native American 2 2 
Asian 2 2 
Multiple or other 4 3 
Unsure 1 * 

  
Do you have a working cell phone?               

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 95 97 
No 4 3 
Unsure 1 * 

 
Do you have at least one telephone inside your home that is currently working and not a 
cell phone? 
  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 28 29 
No 71 70 
Unsure 1 * 

 
Do you have a gun in your home?               

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 38 40 
No 62 60 

  



Would you describe yourself as a "born again" or evangelical Christian, or not? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Yes 41 43 
No 54 53 
Unsure 6 4 

  
How important is religion in your life? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Very important 44 45 
Somewhat important 25 26 
Not too important 13 13 
Not at all important 16 15 
Unsure 2 2 

  
Aside from weddings and funerals, how often do you attend religious services... more 
than once a week, once a week, once or twice a month, a few times a year, seldom, or 
never? 
  
  All Adults Registered Voters 

More than once a week 9 9 
Once a week 22 23 
Once or twice a month 10 11 
A few times a year 13 14 
Seldom 18 17 
Never 24 24 
Unsure 3 2 

  
What is the last year of schooling you have completed? 

  
  All Adults Registered Voters 

1 - 11th grade 3 2 
High school graduate 27 26 
Some college 32 31 
College graduate 27 28 
Graduate school 11 12 
Unsure 1 * 

  
  



 
What is your total income from all sources, before taxes? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Less than $25,000 20 17 
$25,000 to less than $50,000 27 25 
$50,000 to less than $75,000 21 22 
$75,000 to less than $100,000 11 12 
$100,000 to less than $150,000 11 13 
$150,000 to less than $250,000 5 6 
$250,000 or more 2 2 
Unsure 3 3 

  
In politics today, do you consider yourself to be a Republican, Democrat, or what? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Republican 36 39 
Democrat 30 32 
Independent/Unaffiliated 29 27 
Other 2 1 
Unsure 3 1 

  
How would you best describe your current relationship status? 

  

  All Adults Registered Voters 

Single/never married/divorced 43 41 
Engaged 2 2 
Living with significant other 10 9 
Married 40 43 
Widowed 4 4 
Unsure 2 1 

 

 
 


