THEATER
Find your artistic voice &
sharpen your skills

Degrees offered

All students in our department are part of our Company — as a
member of the crew, as a performer, or as part of the costume,
electrics, lighting, or scene shops — for every one of our mainstage
productions. This valuable hands-on experience makes our
students incredibly competitive, able to work in any capacity within
the theater and performing arts industries. We want our students to
find and hone their artistic voice through experience in all aspects
of theater-making, and are delighted when they discover a new
passion through this kind of exploration. In addition, students gain
valuable experience in producing their own work — from auditions
to strike — along with their fellow Company members. We have a
busy and active production schedule of 3 plays, 1 musical, and 2
dance concerts and 4-6 student-produced works each year.

 BA in Theater — Performance, Technical,

or Collaborative focus

 Minor in Dance
 Minor in Theater
 Minor in Musical Theater

Why Choose Theater at HPU?
Our mission
Our expert Theater and Dance faculty know
that we demand much of our students, as
they explore vulnerability and hone their craft.
As professional Artist-Mentors, we will “walk
the walk” with each and every one of our
students, as each becomes a self-motivated,
courageous, and decisive professional.
Our students awaken their potential, develop
a personal artistic voice, and cultivate the life
skills to compete effectively in a wide range
of professions in which collaboration, deadline
management, leadership, adaptability, and
innovation are vital.

www.highpoint.edu/theatre

Our Theater degree is a BA, which means our majors have
coursework in all aspects, from performance to tech to design to the
business of theater. Students can choose from 3 areas of emphasis in
performance, technical theater, or collaborative theater.
The Department of Theater and Dance at HPU is a family of creative,
welcoming, and supportive peers and mentors. Our small class sizes,
active production work, and faculty mentorship provide our students
with deep and lasting personal and professional relationships.
We bring in 2-3 guest artists each semester, such as acclaimed
playwright Jessica Dickey, playwright and broadway actor John
Cariani, and other actors from Broadway and film & television.
We teach Stanislavsky’s acting principles, the Meisner Method of
actor training, a period styles advanced acting class, a devised
theater class, and several specialized technique classes. Students
also get many opportunities to expand on the technical skills gained
in high school. We have a full costume shop where we build many of
our costumes for productions. We never say no to students who have
ideas on how to do things differently – we encourage them to try it
and provide the resources and support to see it through.

THEATER
Distinguished Alumni
Justin Beard, ‘14

Performer in Indiana Jones Epic Stunt Spectacular,
Frozen Live, Beauty & The Beast at Walt Disney World

“I find myself often thinking about how each of
my HPU mentors would approach a situation
that I’ve been in. If years after graduation your
mentors are on your mind in professional
situations, they have left a profound and
irreplaceable imprint on your career and life.”
Lauren Pivirotto, ‘12

Costume/wardrobe supervisor for film & television

“HPU gave me so many different opportunities
to grow as an artist. I received so much oneon-one mentoring and support, and I was able
to experiment and push myself outside of my
comfort zone.”

Auditions
Auditions are not required for entry into our
program, but we encourage all applicants to
schedule an in person audition during a campus
visit or share a recorded audition video so that we
can get to know you better. Students who audition
will also qualify for departmental scholarships.

Creative Arts
Fellowship (CAF)
Students majoring in Theater can apply to be part
of this collaborative program which offers a $3,000
scholarship that is renewable annually. Students
in the CAF participate as a cohort in workshops,
classes, and trips designed to encourage creative
thinking and develop a network of professional
contacts and experiences.

Come See a Show
The best way to see what we’re about is to see
our work! Please join us as our special guests for
one of our upcoming productions. Tickets are
complimentary and we would love to meet you
and your family and show you around our theater.
Please visit www.highpoint.edu/theatre/tickets to
view our production schedule and request a ticket.

Life Skills From Majoring in
Theater at HPU

Students who graduate with a theater degree are trained to tackle
complex problems throughout their college career, and are well
suited to a wide spectrum of career paths. We have many successful
alumni working in the theater and entertainment industries, including:
 Stage Manager, National Tour
of Lion King
 Lighting and Video Supervisor,
Blue Man Group
 Lead Electrician, International
Tour of Marvel Universe Live
 Performers at Walt Disney World

 Cruise ship performers
 Performing, directing, and
stage managing at regional
and off-broadway theatres
 Educators
 Costuming supervisors
 Graduate school

Theater skills of value
in today’s job market:






Emotional Intelligence
Empathy
Project Management
Creativity
Professionalism

SCAN TO HEAR FROM OUR STUDENTS

Meet Jackson
Hometown: Archdale, NC
Major: Theater Performance, Minor in
Musical Theater
Clubs: Alpha Psi Omega, University
Ambassador, Board of Stewards, Collision
Praise and Worship, Leadership Fellows,
National Society of Leadership and Success
Why I chose HPU: “The class sizes for music, theater, and dance are
all very small to ensure every student gets personal feedback and
attention. I love the theater program because we are all like a family! I
can participate in realistic experiences that will truly prepare me for the
entertainment industry.”
For more information about HPU’s Theater and Dance department, contact:

www.highpoint.edu/theatre

Doug Brown | 336-841-4525 | dbrown@highpoint.edu

