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Undergraduate Research 

and Creative Works 

Our mission: to en-

gage undergraduates 

in student-faculty 

collaborations that 

reflect individual, 

unique, scholarly and 

imaginative experi-

ences which pro-

mote the develop-

ment of new compe-
tencies, foster criti-

cal thinking, and pro-

vide students with 

opportunities to add 

to the sum of human 

knowledge. 
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High Point University’s Office of Undergraduate Research and Creative 
Works is proud to present a new program this semester specifically for 

Freshmen and Sophomores in order to incorporate students into the 
university’s culture of research and creative work early in their under-
graduate careers.  The Research Rookies program is designed to create 

a community of undergraduate scholars who will learn research-related 
skills and prepare for faculty collaborative scholarship that makes an 
original contribution to each person’s field. 

 

Students who participate in the program will be asked to complete a list 

of fifteen tasks across two semesters along with a final mini-research 
project.  These tasks include activities such as completing online as-
signments, participating in workshops, and attending discussions.  

Some activities are mandatory for all Rookies, but the rest of the activi-
ties can be chosen from a list of options.  Upon completion of these 

tasks, each student will be promoted to the title of Research Appren-
tice, reported to the faculty, and will receive a medallion that can be 
worn at graduation. 

 

The purpose of the specially designed tasks is to help the student dis-

cover the importance of research, learn about research ethics, master 
methods and design, improve data and analysis skills, strengthen  writ-
ing and presentation skills, and to explore other research opportunities. 

Since its inception at the beginning of this Spring semester, the pro-

gram has already obtained nineteen students! 

 

The Research Rookies program is a great way to integrate oneself into 
the research and creative works culture.  Students who wish to apply 
for the program should contact Dr. Joanne Altman, director of the Office 

of Undergraduate Research and Creative Works, at  
jaltman0@highpoint.edu. 
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This year’s annual symposium will take place on April 24, 2014 (Reading Day) with ab-

stracts for presenters due on March 13, 2014.  High-PURCS showcases student schol-
arship in a supportive environment that models a professional venue.  Students may 

choose to present their work orally, as a poster presentation, as a brief performance, 
or as an exhibit.  These works must exemplify originality and creativity and reflect high 

quality work. 

 
Last year, at the Big South Undergraduate Research Symposium (BigSURS), which in-
corporated this event, over one-hundred HPU students participated in fields including 
Anthropology, Art History, Chemistry, Communications, Economics, Education, English, 

Health Sciences, History, Mathematics, Modern Language, Physics, Psychology,  

Sociology, and Theatre. 

 
From the list of concentrations from last year, it is evident that any undergraduate 

from any discipline is encouraged to participate in the program. 

 
The High Point University Research and Creativity Symposium began a tradition that 
will continue with the intent of granting students opportunity to receive in extraordi-

nary education and be able to showcase themselves in a professional manner, which 

will carry on into the rest of their careers. 

 

 

For guidelines and to apply, visit www.highpoint.edu/urcw.   

 
Talk to your mentor 
about getting  
involved.   
 
Abstracts are due 
March 13, 2014! 

High Point University Research and Creativity Symposium 
(High-PURCS) 
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Stephen Vultaggio, a  
Junior HPU Physics major,  
recently unveiled his dis-

covery of a new Hot  
Subdwarf B Star during the 
223rd symposium of the 

American Astronomical  
Society (AAC) in Washing-
ton, D.C. 

 

Vultaggio was able to dis-
cover this new star with 
the guidance of High Point 

University Assistant Pro-
fessor of Astrophysics, Dr. 
Brad Barlow, as they 

worked in concert through 
remote access to the ro-
botic PROMPT telescopes in 

Chile. Vultaggio’s contribu-
tion to astronomy enables 
future research opportuni-

ties into the development 
of stars.  

Considering that Hot Sub-
dwarf B stars are stars 
that have their outer at-

mospheric hydrogen layers 
removed, scientist and re-
searchers are able to peer 

into the very core of the 

star before it begins to fuse heli-
um.  

Vultaggio’s stellar work will al-
low for a better understanding 
of fusion energy and a bright 

start for this nebula physic   
major! 

the hacktivist group 
known as Anonymous 

made hundreds of efforts 
to gain unauthorized ac-

cess to computer net-
works in order to pro-

mote their ideologies of 
free speech, access to in-

formation and social jus-
tice.  She noted that 
while the group has made 

many efforts, only a se-
lect few have garnered 

much attention, a key 
characteristic of an effec-

On Thursday, November 
21, 2013, senior Crimi-

nal Justice major Ryann 
Quigley presented her 

research on the effec-
tiveness of hacktivism at 

the American Society of 
Criminology Annual Con-

ference in Atlanta, Geor-
gia.  Appearing on a 
panel entitled 

“Technological Issues 
and Advances in the 

Study of Punishment,” 
Quigley explained how 

tive protest.  Her work re-

ceived several inquiries 
from those in attendance 

and made an original contri-
bution to this growing area 

of research in the Criminal 
Justice field.  In the next 

few months, Quigley and 
her faculty mentor, Scott 
Ingram, plan on revising 

the work and submitting it 
for publication in the journal 

Global Crime. 

By Dr. Ingram 

Physics Student Makes Star Discovery 

Criminal Justice Major on Hacktivism 
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Before the beginning of 

the Spring semester, 
Physics students Kevin 
Sanders, Matthew Car-

naghi, and Jacob Brooks 
presented at the 2014 

Winter Meeting of the 
American Association of 
Physics Teachers in Or-

lando, Florida.   

Sanders presented re-

search that he per-
formed in the Summer 
of 2013 at the European 

Organization for Nuclear 
Research (CERN), the 

premier particle physics 

facility in the world in 

France and Switzerland. 

Carnaghi and Brooks pre-

sented their research that 
began in their freshman 

year at High Point Universi-
ty and completed in the 
Spring and Fall of 2013. 

Brooks' work included col-
laborators Tom Dooling 

at UNC Pembroke and Jeff 
Regester at Greensboro 
Day School. 

  

In addition, alumna Nikki San-

ford (2013) gave an invit-
ed talk on her work as an in-
tern for the Society of Physics 

Students on Capitol Hill in 
Summer 2013. Sanford was a 

Mather Policy Intern, with sup-
port from Nobel Laureate John 
Mather. Nikki presented her 

work with the House Demo-
crats on the House Committee 

on Space, Science, and Tech-

nology. 

By Dr. Titus 

Physics Students Present at Association of Physics Teachers 

Theatre Students to Travel on Grant 

represent High Point 

University for their out-

standing work in HPU 

theatre productions, as 

adjudicated by ACTF 

respondents. Students 

David Mikulay, Court-

ney Feiman, Macaulley 

Quirk, Ashton Hunt, 

Heather Rossi, and 

Madison Jordan have 

been recognized as out-

standing actors and will 

perform rehearsed sce-

ne work as part of the 

Irene Ryan Acting Com-

petition.  

Students Rachel Garrett 

and Sarah Thompson 

have been recognized 

as outstanding stage 

managers and will pre-

sent their portfolios of 

work and showcase 

their stage managing 

skills during the festival.  

Student Jamison Meyer 

has applied and has 

been awarded the SDC 

Fellowship as an out-

standing director. He 

will direct, analyze, and 

rehearse a ten-minute 

scene in competition.  

Professors Jay Putnam 

and Matthew Emerson 

will accompany 13 

student theatre major 

competitors and 4 stu-

dents who will be sce-

ne partners to attend 

the Kennedy Center 

American College The-

atre Festival in Roa-

noke, Virginia, Febru-

ary 4-8.  This trip is 

supported by a grant 

from the Office of Un-

dergraduate Research 

and Creative Works.  

These students have 

been nominated to 

Students Nina Ya-

sick, Ashlee Branch, 

DeAnna Hughes, & 

Chaz Duffy have 

applied and been 

awarded a place in 

the Devised Theatre 

competition. All stu-

dents will also per-

form their work in 

an open workshop 

at High Point Uni-

versity on February 

3. 

 

By Jay Putnam 
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Ashlee Branch with Dr. 

Sadie Leder researched the 

individual’s motivation to re-

main in a relationship based 

on the role of “risk regula-

tion.”  The work, titled Beau-

ty and the Billionaire: Risk 

Regulation and Partner Pref-

erence, explores the results 

of 92 undergraduates read-

ing scenarios and rating the 

extent to which they would 

remain with their current 

partner or pursue others. 

Taylor G. Wimbish, Dr. Anh

-Dung Nguyen, Jennifer 

Keith, and Dr. Kevin Ford 

collaborated on the work Hip 

Strategy During Landing Re-

duces Knee Abduction Mo-

ment in Collegiate Soccer 

Players.  In this, they ana-

lyze the evidence that fe-

males have lower external 

hip flexion movement than 

males, which shows that 

males favor a certain hip 

strategy or movement when 

landing.  This ties in with the 

fact that females have more 

noncontact anterior crucial 

ligament (ACL) injuries than 

males.  By providing a new 

landing strategy, their work 

seeks to prevent injury in 

collegiate sports. 

Brenn A. Bolding, Dr. 

James M. Smoliga, Anna K. 

Barter, Dr. Anh-Dung Ngu-

yen, and Dr. Kevin Ford, also 

collaborated on the experi-

ment Sex Differences in Con-

cussion Baseline Assessment 

Methods, which explored dif-

ferences in the severity of 

symptoms and rate of re-

covery from concussion 

injuries.  This is one of the 

very few studies to focus 

on sex differences when 

looking at concussions. 

Alyssa R. Springer ex-

amined the effectiveness 

of nationally standardized 

mathematics and lan-

guage arts by comparing 

two different curriculums 

used in K-12 schools and 

other public elementary 

schools.  Her study, A 

Globalized Education: A 

Comparative Study of the 

International Baccaulaure-

ate and Common Core 

Standards seeks, to im-

prove education national-

ly. 

Stephen C. Walser and 

Dr. James M. Smoliga ex-

amined the ability to 

sense when a joint is be-

ing bent by an outside 

force in their study, Relia-

bility of Knee Joint Thresh-

old to Detect Passive Mo-

tion Across Multiple Angles 

and Angular Velocities.  To 

obtain data, they asked 

volunteers to tell them 

when they felt their knee 

bending at certain angles 

and at certain speeds 

while remaining blindfold-

ed with headphones to 

eliminate outside varia-

bles. 

Lauren Blackwell and Dr. 

Smoliga’s work asks whether 

track and field athletes com-

peting in events with asym-

metric movements have bilat-

eral differences in hip bone 

mineral density?  Since tissue 

adapts in response to the load 

placed upon it, this experi-

ment measured differences in 

bone mineral density (BMD) 

across both legs for asymmet-

rical movements in sports. 

Sam Kizer examined interac-

tions on the three most popu-

lar social media platforms 

(Facebook, Twitter, and Tum-

blr) for his paper Queer 

Cyberactivism and its In-

fluence on North Carolina’s 

Amendment One.  During 

debates and the passage of 

North Carolina’s Amendment 

One, he analyzed communica-

tions to demonstrate the rais-

ing of a new age of feminist 

consciousness. 

Erin Graye House explored 

the Riot Grrrl Movement that 

ushered in Third Wave Femi-

nism in Riot Grrrls in the 

Cyber Age: How the Riot Grrrl 

Movement Has Transitioned 

from the Streets to the Inter-

net.  This work explored 

whether or not the recent re-

surgence of the movement 

through online platforms is 

new and original, or if it is 

simply a natural progression 

from the past. 

 

Additional Students Who Will Travel on URCW Grants 



 

Contact Us! 

Dr. Joanne Altman 

Office Phillips 115 

urcw@highpoint.edu 

www.highpoint.edu/urcw 

 

 
Newsletter brought to you 

by Amy King 

Have you visited our 

website recently?  
Take a look at all 

the new opportuni-
ties to get involved 
with Undergraduate 

Research and Crea-

tive Works.   

 
For example, did 

you know that the 
Survey Research 

Center has a data-

base of information 

regarding politics, re-
ligion, economics, 

and academics, col-

lected from polls?   

 
Students who wish to 

participate in re-
search can to use and 

analyze these data? 

 
The Survey Research 
Center focuses on 

students’ pursuits of 

interdisciplinary re-
search and the com-

munication of these 

findings to the public. 

For more information, 
or to view Archived 

Polls, visit 
www.highpoint.edu/

src. 

Find Even More Opportunities! 

Did you know that there are four types of activity you can (and 

should) register with the Office of Undergraduate Research and 

Creative Works? 

 
Students involved in one-on-one mentored research with a faculty 

member should complete the Mentee Registry and complete the 

pre-assessment measure.  

 
The Presentation category should be completed when students 

are taking work to present at a conference. This can include works 
from class that have been refined for public presentation, perfor-

mance, or exhibit.  Currently, there are 31 students registered for 

presentations this year! 

 
The Publication category is for works that have been published. 

We are proud of the 4 students registered for publication! 

 
The Competition category includes any works in a discipline that 
leads to a competition.  There are 21 students registered for 

Register URCW Activity 


