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HAL F WAY  T H R O U G H !
The mission of the Office of 

Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Works program at High Point 

University is to engage 

undergraduates in student-faculty 

collaborations that reflect individual 

and unique scholarly and imaginative 

experiences which promote the 

development of new competencies and 

foster critical thinking, 

providing students with privileged 

opportunities to add to the sum of 

human knowledge. 

With February at its end, we are proud to congratulate all 
of our students for making it halfway through their spring 
semester and we wish them safe travels during spring 
break. 

As the end of this academic year approaches, URCW 
reminds students of our quickly approaching deadlines 
for spring and summer opportunities. We are also 
excited to recognize extraordinary students who have 
received grants, published in research journals as 
undergraduates, completed our programs, and are 
paving their paths to success.  
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Grant Recipients Taylor Tidman & Evan Turner

will be conducting an ongoing research 
project, sponsored in part by the Office of 
Undergraduate Research and Creative 
Works. Through their research, they aim 
to uncover "factors that determine 
success among franchisees". The funds 
will go towards buying third party 
franchise contact information. 

Both students are majoring in Business 
Administration and projected to graduate 
in spring of 2019. This project will 
continue throughout most of their time 
at HPU and result in research 
presentations at various conferences.

Harrison sietz

Harrison J. Seitz, Micah L. Morgan, Thomas R. Kyllo & 
Sandra L. Cooke (2017).  An examination of UV 
radiation tolerance and photoenzymatic repair 
capabilities across temperature in the freshwater 
cladocerans Scapholeberis mucronata, 
Diaphanosoma birgei, and Moina spp. Journal of 

Freshwater Ecology, 2(1). Published online Oct. 24, 
2017. 

ELIZABETH PARKER 
AND SARAH FORGET

DR. NIKY HUGHES

Biology professor and students 
publish research on native ferns

“The experience in research methods and the specific
concentration in studying plant ecology led me to

pursue a teaching career in environmental science ...
I will apply the skills and knowledge of this

opportunity within my classroom for years to come.” 
 

                                                     -Elizabeth Parker

Sarah E. Forget, Elizabeth M. Parker, & 
Nicole M. Hughes (in press). Effects of 
leaf prostration on microclimate and 
ecophysiology of the evergreen fern, 
Polystichum acrostichoides. 
Environmental and Experimental 
Botany. 

Chemistry students
Robert Glass, Kaylee Campbell, Kyra Gillard, 
Rebecca Ulrich, Nick Cutrona, Kaitlyn Griffith, 
Riccardo De Cataldo, and Lauren Pferdmenges 
will travel to New Orleans  to present at The 
American Chemical Society National Meeting 
with faculty mentors Drs. Pamela Lundin, 
Meghan Blackledge and  Keir Fogarty.

Josh Allen & Griffin Patterson
traveled to Chattanooga to participate in 
the Southeast Chapter of the American College of 
Sports Medicine (SEACSM) Academic Quiz Bowl 
competition with their faculty mentor, Dr. 
Kimberly Reich.

URCW is proud to sponser these students.

hpu Students publish:



SuRI SuRPS SuRF

Summer research

The Summer Research Institute (SuRI) is open to all
disciplines. Students are required to identify a faculty
mentor and describe the project goal, method, and

timeline. Free housing is provided for the duration of the
project. Your hours will be negotiated with your mentor,
and you will attend weekly meetings with other student

researchers. 
 

Apply by March 1st  
 

The Summer Research Program in the Sciences 
(SuRPS) is a competitive program with faculty in 
biology, chemistry, or physics. These competitive 

awards include campus housing, meals, and a summer 
stipend. Students will work about 40 hours per week 

throughout the duration of their project. 
 

Applications closed Feb. 24th  
 

The Congdon School of Health Sciences – Summer
Research Fellowship (SuRF) is a highly competitive
program that pairs undergraduate researchers with
faculty in the Congdon School of Health Sciences.

Fellows receive free campus housing and a summer
stipend. Opportunities can be found on our website. 

Apply by March 1st  

Why Summer research: 

Amanda vo
"As of now, I have been accepted to University of 
Denver Sturm College of Law and University of 
Akron.  I am waiting to hear from Case Western 

Reserve University School of Law before making my 
decision. I think summer research definitely helped 

my law school applications stand out amongst others, 
and made me more knowledgeable about the 

profession I am going into. "



Student Feature: 

Thomas Boudreaux

Thomas Boudreaux is a junior physics major from Washington 
D.C. He has been involved in research since joining the HPU 
family. He has published research, participated in internships, and 
traveled to domestic and international conferences 
sponsored by URCW. 

With both parents as professors, Thomas says research has 
always been a part of his life. In fact, it was what brought him to 
HPU - the research opportunities and specifically the opportunity 
of research under the mentorship of esteemed faculty member 
Dr. Brad Barlow.

Dr. Brad Barlow works as an assistant professor of astrophysics. 
He is popular with the students for his continued interest in 
encouraging and mentoring their participation in undergraduate 
research. He has traveled with students to conferences, assisted 
in their publications, and mentored students through summer 
research programs.  

When asked why he chose HPU Thomas says with a laugh, 

 

This past summer, Thomas traveled to Kraków, 
Poland for an astronomy conference with Dr. Barlow 
and fellow students Paddy Clancy and Zack 
Hutchens. Every two years, this conference 
brings together astronomers from around the 
world to present their latest research results, debate 
controversies, and discuss future research. 

Thomas gave an oral presentation on machine 
learning implementation which could result in more 
efficient astronomical data collection across the field. 
This was just one of his many conferences attended 
during his time at HPU.

In the summer following his freshman year,Thomas 
participated in a 9-week internship at Space 
Telescope Science Institute doing a comprehensive 
survey of GALEX data to look for pulsating hot sub- 
dwarf stars. Upon his completion of the program, he 
was able to return to HPU with practical knowledge 
and hands on experience. We thank him for 
enriching our physics department and presenting his 
data to the entire university at URCW's annual 
student research symposium.

"I came to High Point to attend the university of Brad Barlow. 
His commitment to his students is, in my mind, unparalleled."

URCW would like to congratulate this student for his dedication to his 
major and his outstanding drive for research.



Scholarly 

Interdisciplinary 

Research Grant

“A mode of research by teams or individuals that 
integrates information, data, techniques, tools, 

perspectives, concepts, and/or theories from two or 
more disciplines or bodies of specialized knowledge 
to advance fundamental understanding or to solve 
problems whose solutions are beyond the scope of 

a single discipline or area of research practice.” 
 

       Applications are now being accepted for URCW Scholarly Interdisciplinary 
Research Grant (SIRG). The award is up to $1000 and can be used for research 
or creative works supplies and/or travel for fieldwork. Those projects that best 
articulate the interdisciplinary nature of the work will be given preference. 
       The recipient will be awarded this grant at High-PURCS on April 10th. Funds 
will be made available for use starting in June of the same year to run through the 
next academic year. Awardees choosing to use the funds in the summer cannot be 
participants in other funded summer research and creative works programs 
(SuRPS, SURF). See the URCW website to apply. 

h i g h -p u r c s

April 10, 2018

HPU Research  and 
Creat iv i t y  Sympos ium

High Point University students from all 
disciplines are invited to participate in HPU’s 

6th annual Research and Creativity 
Symposium. This event will showcase student 
scholarship in a supportive environment that 

models a professional venue. 

Students may choose to present their work as 
a poster, oral presentation, brief performance, 

or exhibit. Projects must be mentored, 
independent work that reflect originality and 

creativity and be quality products that are new 
to their field. Last year, 142 students

presented original projects.

Applications are due April 1 

Best Poster 
Presentation

Best Digital Presentation Awards:

Best Oral 
Presentation

SIRG

Winner will be announced at 
High-PURCS' "Open 

Remarks" and will receive a 
monetary award of $250 for 

their outstanding poster 
courtesy of URCW.

NEW!
Winner will be announced 

alongside the 
poster presentation award 

and will also receive  $250 for 
their oral presentation 

courtesy of URCW.

The Scholarly Interdisciplinary 
Award will be given for the 

second year at High-PURCS 
to a student conducting 

interdisciplinary research. 
More details below

Abstracts due March 15th



Contact and Follow Us: 

jaltman0@highpoint.edu

www.highpoint.edu/urcw

HPU.URCW

n ew s l e t t e r  b r o u g h t  t o  y o u  b y  M o l l y  T o r r e s

Facts and photos from: 
www.famousscientists.org/ 
www.buzzfeed.com/ 
en.wikipedia.org/ 

URCW Celebrates

Annie Easley (1931-2011) Rocket scientist who 
developed software for one of NASA's most important 
high-energy rocket launchers, as well as contributed 
energy research to power plants and electronic batteries, 
which enabled the creation of hybrid vehicles.

Charles Drew (1904-1950) 
 American physician, surgeon and 
medical researcher known as the 

inventor of the blood bank.

Emmett Chappelle (1925-) African 
American scientist, researcher, 
and recipient of 14 U.S. patents, who 
discovered that a particular 
combination of chemicals caused all 
living organisms to emit light.

Ruth Winifred Howard (1900-1997) 
First American psychologist to publish a 

 study on triplets from a range of different ages 
 and ethnicities. She also researched the ways different 

ethnic groups studied and worked with one another, 
and was the first black woman to 

earn a doctorate in psychology.

Jeanne Spurlock (1921-1999) 
Psychiatrist who was largely 
responsible for bringing awareness of 
the medical effects of poverty, racism, 
sexism, and researched the impact of 
racism on childhood development.


